
Sponsors 
 

                           ACT Rugby Referees Association 

                             September 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for September 2024.  

Save the date:    

The ACTRRA Annual General meeting. Tuesday 26th November. Details to follow.  

President’s message 

Well, that’s a wrap for another junior and senior community rugby season!  It’s been another very busy 

month for our Association, and can I thank everyone for their contribution and commitment on and off the 

field over this time.  From what I observed and the feedback I received from the local community, the 

performance, spirit, attitude and importantly, the pride evident in representing ACTRRA on and around the 

grounds over the finals and GFs has been tremendous. The quality of the fixtures, locally and regionally, 

were in no short part a reflection of the efforts and team performance of all involved.  

That said, the demand for our services never seems to stop and no sooner does the ACT & NSW 

community season end, we are supporting a range of tournaments and representative fixtures. Enjoy the 

break / off season but have a think about where you may be able to pitch in and support these other events 

– keep an eye on emails seeking expressions of interest.  Whilst our on-field commitments ease, the 

Executive and Coaching, Grading and Appointments committee continue to work behind the scenes to 

progress a range of routine matters such as sponsorship, reflect (feedback) and review on the season past, 

and progress recruiting, education and retention initiatives. Can I encourage everyone to partake in the 

Rugby Australia 2024 National Participation Survey which was released to all the registered rugby 

community on 23 Sep.  

I wish to give a shout out to our Treasurer, Peter Langford, who has been working hard behind the scenes 

supporting and checking the payment of travel allowances and match payments from across the season for 

our members. A lot of time invested in this.  Thanks Peter, much appreciated.  Finally, mark your calendars 

for our Annual General Meeting PM Tuesday 26 November. Enjoy the newsletter.  

Best, Nick  

What’s happening in your Association? 

Taralga Sevens Men’s 

University 9th -10th September 2024 

Darwin Sevens September 28th & 29th 2024 

2024 Super Rugby U16s & U19s 29 September, 5 October at Viking Park 

Uni Norths Owls Junior Rugby – Canberra Sevens 15 September 2024 

Super Sevens to be held in Wagga 2nd & 3rd November 2024   U13, U15, U17 Boys & Girls 

ACTRRA Presentation Ceremony 

This event provided us with the opportunity to congratulate and thank our members for their efforts 

throughout the season. We were also able to thank those partners and families for allowing their rugby 

tragics to venture out each weekend to referee or coach. 
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On this occasion we reverted to the tradition of having the Presentation of Awards Ceremony on the 

Preliminary Final weekend so that the Grand Final referees could be announced and those who achieved 

awards could be suitably acknowledged for their efforts throughout the season in a timely manner. 

Unfortunately, the Junior Grand Finals occurred on the weekend after the senior grand finals so the match 

officials for these could not be announced at the ceremony. 

Special thanks must go to our tireless secretary and his team for the hours of behind the scenes work 

necessary to bring this enjoyable and successful event to fruition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very special award, affectionately known 

as the Cheese Award. This award 

acknowledges the extra effort some 

referees go to ensure only those players 

with the right attitude, observance of the 

Laws of the game and adherence to good 

sportsmanship remain on the field. 

Recipients of the B. A. R. award who were 

able to attend. If only the wall had ears 

when they got talking about the games 

and / or players who got away. 

Catching up with some Life 

members and renewing 

acquaintances  

 

Where the event 

started, barefoot 

bowls and a lot of 

stories about the 

season and the 

coming finals. 
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Grand Finals 

Congratulations to all those involved in the ACT Junior and Senior Grand Finals, conducted over the last 

few weeks, particularly those listed below who received match official appointments. A special thanks to 

James Willemsen and Geoffrey Parmer who acted as AR4’s on both days of the junior games and Jim 

Phillipps and Karl Hamlyn for once again overseeing the appointments throughout the year together with 

the various senior and junior referee coaches.  

 

ACT Junior Rugby Union 

Competition Referee AR1 AR2 

The TSA George Gregan Cup, 
Under 18 Division 1 

Steven Koh Mitchell Egan Benjamin Nelson 

The TSA Louise Burrows Cup, 
Under 18 Girls 

Ivan Gavazov James Willemsen Richard Forshaw 

ACTJRU Under 15 Division 2 Christopher Cousin Damien McLachlan Dolvin Toetu 

TSA 2nd XV's, Gold James Mohun Harrison Linton Damien McGrath 

ACTJRU Under 15 Division 3 James Charlton Jo Brinkley Grantley Butterfield 

TSA 3rd XV's Green Harrison Linton Ivan Gavazov Brian Heaney 

The TSA Steve Larkham Cup, 
Under 16 Black/Gold 

Ben Reedy Grantley Butterfield Damien McGrath 

ACTJRU Under 14 Girls Richard Forshaw Christopher Cousin David Miller 

ACTJRU Under 14 Pool C Grantley Butterfield Damien McLachlan Anthony Kirk 

ACTJRU Under 15 Division 1 David Miller Nick Stoker Tom Overton 

ACTJRU Under 14 Pool B Jo Brinkley Anthony Kirk Richard Forshaw 

ACTJRU Under 14 Pool A Nick Stoker Damien McGrath Thomas Stoker 

The TSA Steve Larkham Cup, 
Under 16 Black/Gold 

Maximilian Kailis James Mohun Harrison Linton 

ACTJRU Under 13 Pool C Hunter Howard Ethan Sheridan Samuel Curran 

The TSA Vikki Fischer Cup, 
Under 16 Girls 

Joel Garbutt Christopher Cousin Dolvin Toetu 

ACTJRU Under 13 Pool B Ted Shepherd Brian Heaney Tom Overton 

ACTJRU Under 13 Pool A Christopher Cousin Harrison Linton James Willemsen 

ACTJRU Under 12 Division 2 Samuel Curran Cobus Wentzel Greg Kent 

ACTJRU Under 12 Division 1 Tom Overton Isabella Jarratt Dolvin Toetu 

ACTJRU Under 12 Division 3 Brian Heaney Aiden McPhillips Toby McPhillips 

ACTJRU Under 11 Division 1 Isabella Jarratt Hugo Kohl Hamish Todd 

ACTJRU Under 11 Division 3 Cobus Wentzel Callum Hanlon Clair Greenwood 

ACTJRU Under 10 Division 1 Hugo Kohl Matthew Barnett Toby McPhillips 

ACTJRU Under 10 Division 2 Rory Basham Callum Hanlon Rhys Gray 

ACTJRU Under 11 Division 2 Ethan Sheridan Clair Greenwood Ted Shepherd 

ACTJRU Under 10 Division 3 Callum Hanlon Cobus Wentzel Matthew Barnett 

 

Pleasing to see all our junior match officials recognised for their contribution with the presentation of 

medallions from the JRU after their games. The incredible weekend of ACT junior rugby Grand Finals 

culminated in a nail-biting finish to the Under 18s Division 1 boys’ fixture between SEC and Daramalan 

College, following an exciting U18s girls match. Congratulations to Steve Koh on his appointment and 

presentation of The Old Boys Trophy along with his hard-working ARs.   
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Chris Cousin in action.  

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 Hugo Kohl and Hamish Todd 

during the GFs. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ACT Senior Rugby Union 

Bent Spoke John I Dent 
Cup 

Brodie Ingram Nathan Mass Shaun Rigby 

Spence Cup (ACT 2nd 
Grade) 

Nathan Mass Riley Byrne Sarah Corrigan 

ACT Vets Colts Cup (ACT 
Rugby) 

Shaun Rigby Riley Byrne Harrison Linton 

Bent Spoke Premier 15s 
(ACT Women) 

Mitchell Egan Jacques Smith Caitlin Bokor 

First Division 1st Grade 
(ACT Rugby) 

Jacques Smith Benjamin Nelson Harrison Linton 

First Division 2nd Grade 
(ACT Rugby) 

Benjamin Nelson Ethan Gumbrell Josh Winchester 

2nd Division South Coast 
Monaro 

Damien McGrath Nick Stoker Ivan Gavazov 

Canberra Suburban Cup 
(ACT Rugby) 

Harrison Linton Christopher Cousin Matthew Partridge 

Women's 10s (ACT Rugby) 
Damien McLachlan James Charlton Jo Brinkley 
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Uni Norths Owls Junior Rugby – Canberra Sevens   
This annual carnival was held at Kaleen Playing fields.  Teams were predominantly from the ACT and 

Sydney, although I did see a team from Cooma and one from Shoalhaven. The age groups involved in the 

Tournament were U8s to U14 Boys and Girls. 

 

An Adult and Junior Referee (father and son), from Sydney, volunteered to help facilitate the effective 

running of the  the Tournament on Sunday morning. The following list of ACTRRA Referees participated as 

various match officials: Ben Nelson, Jaques Smith, Nick Stoker, Joel Garbutt, Ethan Gumbrell, Jake Rath, 

James Willemsen, Tom Overton, Hugo Kohl, Dolvin Toetu, Hunter Howard, Ethan Sheridan, Brian Heaney, 

Matt Barnett, Hamish Todd, Noah Szabo, Thomas Cole and William Blackwell. 

 

I was particularly impressed with the performance of our 

Junior Referees – Thomas Cole, William Blackwell and 

Hugho Kohl refereed the U8s, U9s and U12s Grand 

Finals respectively. 

 

The referees enjoyed the cool drinks, provided courtesy of 

ACTRRA, and I think really benefited from the opportunity 

to work together with the Senior and Junior Referees 

alike. The success of the event could not occur without 

the generosity of our referees and behind the scenes 

personal continuing to give up their weekends to promote 

good sportsmanship and rugby. 

It was a very successful tournament, as always, and the referees, parents and supporters were well looked 

after by the Uni Norths Junior Owls Coordinators. (James Willemsen roving reporter) 

The Juniors Training Academy 
As advised in August’s Newsletter the Academy will be taking a break until next season. Watch this space 

for details concerning its timings and venue for the 2025 rugby season. A big thankyou on behalf of the 

Association for all those involved this season.  If you are interested to help support the delivery of the 

Academy, please reach out to anyone in the Executive. We are looking for volunteers to be part of this 

most rewarding program.  

To  

Fitness Training  
Watch this space for details concerning its recommencement in 2025.  

 

Darwin Sevens 
Congratulations to Anne Dickeson (Referee coach), Mitchell Egan (referee) and Jake Rath(referee) who 

have been selected to travel to Darwin for this tournament.  

 

Coaching and Grading Committee  
Watch this space for details concerning law changes for the 2025 season and associated 

information. 

The final Senior and Junior gradings for 2024 will be posted on the website (actrra.org.au). 

 

Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration 

Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/ 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 

 

Quiz 
To be continued in the 2025 season 

https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/
https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home

