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                      ACT Rugby Referees Association 

                          April 2025 NEWSLETTER 

 

         

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for April 2025. 

Save the date:    

General Meeting and a Development Night (“Team of 3”)  to be convened on Monday 28th April 

from 6.30pm Brumbies HQ 

ADFRU Championships-Saturday 26th April to Wednesday 2nd May  

There are 2 selection trial matches on Sunday 4th May. 

• ACTJRU U16s Boys trials @ Griffth Oval, 11.30 am 

• ACTJRU U16s Girls trials @Griffith Oval, 3.30 pm 

Level 2 Match Official developer Course 18 May 2025 

President’s Message 

As I pen this message, may I first pass on belated Easter wishes on behalf of the Executive. We 

hope everyone was able to enjoy some downtime away from the whistle with family, loved ones 

and friends. It has also been a time of reflection with Anzac Day, with last Saturday’s senior and 

Super Rugby Rounds acknowledging this important day in our calendars. Several of our referees 

were involved in community club ceremonies prior to kick off. Secondly, as our registrations 

continue to grow early in the season, can I again welcome our new members who have joined 

over recent weeks. 

Since the last newsletter, another busy month kicked off with our 4th Referee Ready Course 

delivered on Saturday 29 March and a ‘follow-up’ practical session on Sunday 30 March for Ref 

Ready participants who had completed the course over recent months. Both the course and 

training session were well attended and brought together several Association elements 

(Education, MOD, junior appointer, mentors and kit manager) to best prepare for the Vikings 

Junior Gala Weekend on 5 and 6 April and the opportunity to get our new recruits into the middle. 

This resulted in 14 new ‘yellow shirts’ taking the field over the carnival in addition to the many 

referees who also played a mentoring role. Thank you to everyone who was involved to make this 

happen. Enjoy the short feature article below. We still have our work cut out for us to get more of 

our Ref Ready graduates onto the field this season at the commencement of the junior 

competition, but we are off to a great start. Well done - it continues to be a team effort. 

With Round 1 of the Premier and senior competitions commencing 12 April ahead of the Easter 

break, I sense around the grounds and in the sheds, there has been great excitement getting back 

into the Saturday rugby routine. Terrific to see so many of our referees continuing to grasp 

development opportunities presented and for others who have made a strong return from injury. 

Following Round 2, can I thank everyone who has embarked early on travel for our regional MO 

commitments and those who have willingly volunteered their time to referee a myriad of junior 

representative trials and trial games. 

 

On Sunday 13 April, Jack Cunningham (VP), Graham Cooper (RA), SIRRA President and I 
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attended the Community Stakeholder (Strategy) Workshop at Brumbies HQ. It was the first time 

since 2019 that such a workshop had been held focused on refreshing Brumbies Community 

Rugby rolling 3-year strategic plan. It was an important forum facilitated by respective community 

management leads, allowing us to inform one of several pillars within the draft strategy committed 

to fostering Match Officials. The Executive will keep our members updated as the strategy 

development progresses. 

Behind the scenes, the Executive have been shaping the space for domestic exchanges this 

season with the intent to front load them early in the season where possible. As details firm up we 

will keep members informed. Last year we worked closely with Victoria, Illawarra and Western 

Australia Associations. This may well be adjusted for 2025. Dialogue has also commenced with 

our New Zealand counterparts to explore feasibility for reinvigorating this exchange. 

With the start of the new school term this week, we see the commencement of the junior 

competition and therefore the increased demand for our support across concurrent competitions. 

Please assist our hard working appointers, coaches / MODs by responding in a timely manner to 

appointments, make your availability known and where at all possible let them know where you 

may be able to pick up a further appointment or be able to mentor one of our new junior referees. I 

hope to see you at the Development Night and General Meeting on Monday 28th April. 

All the best, 

Nick 

What’s happening in your Association? 

● Now is the time, if you have not completed the process already, to register for the 2025 

season. 

● GMGs for 2025 details are now  available on the RA website link  

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws 

● Season Ready will be available on Rugby Xplorer under “Learning Centre>Browse 

Learning” menu 

● ACTJRU Rd 1 scheduled to commence 3rd May (no matches on Reconciliation Day and 

King’s Birthday) 

Viking Gala Weekend 

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws
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Recruitment 
If you know someone that would like to become a referee, please direct them to 

ACTRRA’s website (ACTRRA.org.au) and/or have them email the secretary 

(ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them and link them to 

the appropriate person/s or training or just chat with them about the process 

and expectations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
National Community Match Official Webinar Series 

Rugby Australia (RA) are excited to announce the dates for the National Community Match Official 

Webinar Series. This series will take place throughout 2025 and is designed for all members of the 

rugby community. Their goal is to provide valuable educational resources for match officials, 

coaches, and other key stakeholders, focusing on essential aspects of the game.  

  

Below are the scheduled webinars along with our guest presenters: 

  

• Tuesday, May 13th: Contextual Refereeing - Angus Gardner 

• Tuesday, June 10th: Refereeing the Set Piece - Jordan Way & Sarah Porter 

• Tuesday, July 8th: Dealing with Pressure/High Impact Decisions - Nic Berry & Ella 

Goldsmith 

  

You can register for the webinars through the Learning Centre. Simply navigate to the Training 

Event page or the Training Library page (under Referee - Community). Please make sure to 

remove any filters in the search bar to ensure the events appear. 

  

All webinars will be recorded and made available in the Learning Centre after the sessions, along 

with supplementary materials to those that register for the webinars. 

 

This event conducted over two days 

was a great success for all involved. It 

was particularly pleasing to see the 

number of first-time referees in their 

yellow polos running around enjoying 

themselves. A big thankyou to the 

Developers (referee coaches) who 

turned up to support them. To quote a 

comment made by one of the spectators 

on the day “It was wonderful seeing the 

new referees been supported by the old 

experienced grey-haired coaches on 

the day. This together with the support 

and obvious enjoyment on the faces of 

all concerned was good to see and 

experience.” 

mailto:ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com
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These will also be incorporated as part of ACTRRA regular Development activities where local  

aspects of our game will be addressed during the season. 

 

Fitness Training  
Do not let your fitness levels disappear! Considering continuing with some light exercise together 

with regular daily walks/jogging/running. 

 

Training at the Brumbies ground on Thursday evenings 6:00  - 7:00pm until further notice. 
Bring your football boots and a drink bottle.  Everyone is welcome! 
This provides a great opportunity to improve your fitness levels before the season proper and to 
get to know some of the members of our refereeing team. 
The training will be conducted by Ethan Gumbrell, one of our senior referees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior competition 
A good start to the season. Most games covered and some last-minute appointment changes due to 

illness. From comments around the grounds the games were of a good standard. Most teams were aware 

of the law changes and appear to have adjusted their play to cater for these. However, this does not mean 

that we become less vigilant in our management of them. 

Please ensure the rules of competition are being adhered to. Including but not limited to the roping off the 

fields, club officials wearing the appropriate uniforms and management of players and their supporters. 

Remember to complete the Match Feedback Report documentation after each appointment as part of your 

match review process this may be fond on your rugby xplorer profile in the menu ref review. 

 

Rd 1 

First grade results Eagles 22 – Queanbeyan 37, Tuggeranong 24- Royals 38, Wests 34 – Uni Norths 36. 

Rd 2 

First grade results Queanbeyan 38 – Tuggeranong 36, Uni Norths 17 - Gungahlin 22, Royals 36 –Wests 31 

Coaching and Grading Committee  
Watch this space for details concerning law changes for the 2025 season and associated information. 

The final Senior and Junior gradings for 2024 have been posted on the website (actrra.org.au). 

 

 For the 2025 Senior Rugby Rules of Competition, click on  

ACT & Southern NSW Rugby Union 

is back for another season 
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 http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_snr_rugby_rules_of_competition_01.pdf 

 

For the 2025 Premier Rugby Rules of Competition, click on 

 http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_premier_rugby_rules_of_competition_01__

2_.pdf 

 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 

 

Kit 
For all matters pertaining to kit contact Clair Greenwood actrrakit@gmail.com. 

 

Please complete the kit survey form that will be issued soon as it helps to inform the Executive on your 

views concerning the present and future kit requisites. 

 

 

Quiz 
1. Team A knock on in attack 15 metres out from their goal line. A scrum is packed and fed by Team 

B. Team A immediately start to wheel the scrum beyond 90 degrees, hoping to gain a tactical 

advantage. They secure possession of the ball and the number 8 gathers the ball and grounds the 

ball over the goal line. 

 

2. Team A kick the ball down field from inside their 22. A team B player on their 10 metre line catches 

the ball cleanly and immediately starts running down field. A team A player standing 8 metres away 

from where the ball is caught by Team B immediately puts his hands in the air and does not move.  

 

3. Team B have secured the ball from their lineout throw 10 metres away form their goal line. A maul 

ensues and moves slowly towards their line. A Team B player at the back of the maul (carrying the 

ball) them breaks from the maul and dives for the goal line. The ball rolls out of his grasp short of 

the line and is then kicked dead in goal by one of his support players. 

 

4. At the restart after a try has been scored Team A punt kick the ball 20 metres down field and it rolls 

into touch. Team B recover the ball, legally and opt for a quick throw in. The Team B player is 

immediately driven by a team A player into touch. 

 

5. In the dying minutes of the game Team A are awarded a penalty. Prior to taking the indicated kick 

for touch three players from Team A immediately run onto the field to make a tactical replacement 

for their players. After their players leave the field Team A kick the ball out. 

 

You are encouraged to also to go to this link and test your knowledge and understanding of the 

laws  

 

https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws 

 

For ALL other information please visit www.actrra.org.au 

 

 

 

http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_snr_rugby_rules_of_competition_01.pdf
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_premier_rugby_rules_of_competition_01__2_.pdf
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_premier_rugby_rules_of_competition_01__2_.pdf
https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home
mailto:actrrakit@gmail.com
https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws
http://www.actrra.org.au/
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Schedule of senior games at time of printing for 3 May 2025 

Date & Time Competition Home Team Away Team Venue 

03/05/2025, 
02:30 pm AEST 

2nd Division South Coast 
Monaro 

Jindabyne Bushpigs 
Crookwell Dogs 
1st Grade 

Jindabyne  

03/05/2025, 
03:05 pm AEST 

BentSpoke John I Dent 
Cup 

Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Boomanulla  

03/05/2025, 
01:40 pm AEST 

Spence Cup (ACT Rugby 
2nd Grade) 

Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Boomanulla  

03/05/2025, 
12:15 pm AEST 

Premier 3rd Grade (ACT 
Rugby) 

Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Griffith Oval 

03/05/2025, 
10:55 am AEST 

Premier 4th Grade (ACT 
Rugby) 

Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Griffith Oval 

03/05/2025, 
12:15 pm AEST 

ACT Vets Colts Cup (ACT 
Rugby) 

Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Boomanulla  

03/05/2025, 
10:55 am AEST 

BentSpoke Premier 15s Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Boomanulla  

03/05/2025, 
01:40 pm AEST 

Women's 10s (ACT 
Rugby) 

Royals Uni-Norths Owls  Griffith Oval 

03/05/2025, 
02:30 pm AEST 

Canberra Suburban Cup 
(ACT Rugby) 

Easts  Batemans Bay  Griffith Oval 

03/05/2025, 
03:05 pm AEST 

Premier 3rd Grade (ACT 
Rugby) 

Goulburn Dirty Reds  Wests Simon Poidevin  

03/05/2025, 
01:40 pm AEST 

Premier 4th Grade (ACT 
Rugby) 

Goulburn Dirty Reds  Wests Simon Poidevin  

03/05/2025, 
12:15 pm AEST 

BentSpoke Premier 15s Goulburn Dirty Reds  Wests Simon Poidevin  

03/05/2025, 
02:30 pm AEST 

Canberra Suburban Cup 
(ACT Rugby) 

Hall 1st Grade ADFA 2nd Grade Hall 

03/05/2025, 
01:15 pm AEST 

Women's 10s (ACT 
Rugby) 

Hall Bushrangers 
Batemans Bay 
Women's 10s 

Hall 

03/05/2025, 
12:30 pm AEST 

Women's 10s (ACT 
Rugby) 

Jindabyne Miss Piggies  
ADFA Women's 
10s 

Jindabyne  

03/05/2025, 
02:30 pm AEST 

Canberra Suburban Cup 
(ACT Rugby) 

RMC 1st Grade 
Uni-Norths Owls 
Green 

Portsea Oval 

03/05/2025, 
02:30 pm AEST 

2nd Division South Coast 
Monaro 

Taralga Tigers  Cooma  Taralga  
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03/05/2025, 
03:05 pm AEST 

BentSpoke John I Dent 
Cup 

Tuggeranong  Gungahlin Viking Park 

03/05/2025, 
01:40 pm AEST 

Spence Cup (ACT Rugby 
2nd Grade) 

Tuggeranong  Gungahlin Viking Park 

03/05/2025, 
12:15 pm AEST 

Premier 3rd Grade (ACT 
Rugby) 

Tuggeranong  Gungahlin Viking Park 

03/05/2025, 
10:55 am AEST 

Premier 4th Grade (ACT 
Rugby) 

Tuggeranong  Gungahlin Viking Park 

03/05/2025, 
12:15 pm AEST 

ACT Vets Colts Cup (ACT 
Rugby) 

Tuggeranong  Gungahlin Viking Park 

03/05/2025, 
01:40 pm AEST 

BentSpoke Premier 15s Tuggeranong  Gungahlin Viking Park 

03/05/2025, 
12:30 pm AEST 

Women's 10s (ACT 
Rugby) 

Yass Ewes  
Bungendore 
Mudchicks 
Women's 10s 

Yass Rams  

03/05/2025, 
02:30 pm AEST 

2nd Division South Coast 
Monaro 

Yass Rams XV 
Bungendore 
Mudchooks 1st 
Grade 

Yass Rams  

 


