ACT Rugby Referees Association

May 2025 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for May 2025.
Save the date:

Saturday 14 June - Family friendly Social - Pub of the Month - Duxton, O’Connor.
Saturday 5 July - Family friendly Social - Pub on the Month - The Public, Manuka.
Saturday 26 July - ACTRRA Life Members’ Round (15) - Owls v Wests

Saturday 2 August - Family friendly Social - Wallabies v Lions Test - The Dock, Kingston
Foreshore.

ACTRRA Golf Day - date to be confirmed.

President’s report

This newsletter arrives a little later in the month than | had planned, a reflection though of another
busy month for the Executive, sub-committees and the Association in general, as | am sure also
for our members and their families. Thank you to everyone who has rolled up their sleeves,
encouraged each other, travelled abroad to referee, worked behind the scenes or chipped in to
help.

The month kicked off with an exciting start to the Junior competition (see the article below)

whilst we squeezed in a well-researched Development Night (Teams of 3) - thanks to Nathan and
Riley - flowing into a constructive General Meeting delivering an Association update. In short, the
Association is in a solid financial position, exercising good governance and making headway on
recruiting, development and retention. Challenges and shortfalls exist of course, but we will
continue to navigate these in the best interest of our members and community rugby. Minutes of
the meeting will be posted shortly. On 30 April | attended the ACT&amp;sNSW 2023 and 2024
AGMs (held on the one evening), with a refreshed Board and Executive established. The delay in
AGMs was as a consequence of the RA and Brumbies transfer of responsibilities.

Great to catch up with many of you around the junior and senior grounds and in the sheds,
presenting opportunities to discuss matters as they arise, share some laughs and observe some
great teamwork and camaraderie. Well done to our A and B panel referees who have been active
in Club engagement, supporting club training sessions and building connections. Also to Nathan
and Jacques who supported an initial RA ‘pilot program’ for remote (virtual) referee
coach/development in conjunction with SA Rugby. By all reports it was very productive.
Disappointingly some on-field match official abuse (MOA) and/or dissent related incidents have
occurred in early Rounds, however, these have been managed appropriately by our referees
through the Red Card and judiciary process in the senior space. We encourage all of you to
ensure we continue to clamp down on any incidents and report them though the appropriate
mechanism. Support and mentoring is at hand if needed through senior members. Rob Nelson is
doing an outstanding job settling into our Red Card Reviewer role, bringing consistency to RC
reports, monitoring judiciary outcomes and providing feedback to referees.

Great work behind the scenes by the CGAC to announce the 2025 ACTRRA Development

Squad to track and support our up and coming senior referees, overseen by our talented Patron
and most experienced MOD, Brendan McCormick. Well done and all the best to those in the
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squad - Riley, Ethan, Harry, Mitch, Ben and Josh. Whilst talking about development, it was
pleasing to join many of our Level 1 Coach / Developers who attended the Level 2 MOD Course at
Brumbies HQ on Sunday 18 May. Thanks again to Scott Lynch, President Gold Coast RRA (on
behalf of RA) for convening the course and also to our Education and Training sub-committee for
coordinating the opportunity. In my eyes, everyone who attended shared a common trait — they
were all willing to give up their Sunday to upskill themselves for the betterment of others -
developing our referees.

The Executive is pleased to announce the 2025 Life Members’ Round will align with Round
15(Saturday 26 July) and may follow a similar format from the success of last year’s inaugural LM
Round and dinner. Stay tuned for more details. Additionally, this forms part of a broader social
calendar that the Executive and sub-committee is pleased to release - see the Save the Dates
above. We encourage as many of you (and your families if you wish) to join us for the casual get-
togethers. More details will be sent separately.

With the British and Irish Lions touring shortly, there’s a great opportunity to attend the ACT
Brumbies and Lions Legends Lunch on Tuesday 8th July. Tickets are available (General Seat
$325) with an ACTRU discount. We will forward the email link on to all members.

Finally, we have been working through some issues and faults with our referee radio comms sets
for game day, but | can reassure everyone that the replacement parts have arrived and will be
fitted ahead of this coming round, restoring our existing senior and junior sets to full capability. In
parallel to this we are considering further purchases to improve our radio comms capability for To3
and Developers more generally. Thanks to Matt Partridge (Technical sub-committee) and others
involved in sorting this out.

Thanks for your support. We will be promulgating our next tranche of Development activities
shortly.

Best
Nick

What’s happening in your Association?

e Now is the time, if you have not completed the process already, to register for the 2025
season.
e GMGs for 2025 details are now available on the RA website link

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws

e Season Ready will be available on Rugby Xplorer under “Learning Centre>Browse
Learning” menu

e ACTJIRU please note there are no matches on Reconciliation Day and King'’s Birthday

Fitness Training
Do not let your fitness levels disappear! Considering continuing with some light exercise together
with regular daily walks/jogging/running.

Training at the Brumbies ground on Thursday evenings 6:00 - 7:00pm until further notice.

Bring your football boots and a drink bottle. Everyone is welcome!

This provides a great opportunity to improve your fitness levels before the season proper and to
get to know some of the members of our refereeing team.

The training will be conducted by Ethan Gumbrell, one of our senior referees.
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The ACT Junior Rugby Union competition has commenced with

games from Under 8’S - Under 18’s.

3/4 May 2025 saw the commencement of the 2025 junior rugby union season and where was the
frost at 0830 as is normally the case, where was the cold weather with parent and supporters
donning their puffer jackets? The weather was perfect the feeling around the ground was ... we
have been waiting for this, our coaches have drilled and drilled us for this and here itis, RUGBY’s
back.

Of the 66 junior games played this weekend the majority were appointed to, however, the need for
referees and/or aspiring referees still exists across both senior and junior ranks. If this maybe you,
please go onto our website and check the requirements or better still speak to one of the senior
referees or referee coaches around the grounds

Recruitment

i was 4 seusnt proe |T YOU Know someone that would like to become a referee, please direct them to

oo oese:  ACTRRA’s website (ACTRRA.org.au) and/or have them email the secretary

eaiome nrree (ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them and link them to
REF the appropriate person/s or training or just chat with them about the process

and expectations.
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Under 18’s Women’s Grand Final Trophy

After the ACTRRA 2024 Presentations it was apparent to the Executive that the Under 18 Women's
Grand Final did not have an ACTRRA perpetual trophy. Therefore, after consulting with several
members, the Executive was pleased to announce at the 28 April General Meeting that the Women'’s
Under 18’s trophy is to be commissioned for the 2025 Junior Finals and named The Louise Smith
Trophy in recognition of her achievements as a former member of ACTRRA.

Louise after completing her formal education became a fully qualified paramedic in the ACT. At 23
she decided to take up refereeing because of her love of the game and to try and emulate her father,
Jim, a former first grade referee and current Life Member of the Association.

The 1990s saw Louise achieve several firsts.

e 1991 awarded the Association law certificate and was duly appointed to referee junior
matches. Later that year she sat and achieved the Members Badge and received the
Members Badge whistle for the highest score at the examination. Louise became the first
female to be awarded any of the association’s trophies.

e 1993 she successfully achieved her Level Il Certificate and became the first female to be
awarded the Association’s senior badge.

e 1996 Women'’s rugby was established in Canberra and a combined team was also playing in
the Sydney competition. When these games were played in Canberra she was appointed to
referee these games. 1998 Louise was appointed to referee the Women’s Grand Final
making her the first female to referee a senior level Grand Final.

e 1999 appointed to referee a senior 2" Grade trial match. On this day the timing for games
was changed and the 15t Grade referee did not arrive as not all referees had not been advised
of these changes. The teams invited Louise to referee the game. Another first- the first female
to referee a first-grade fixture albeit a trial match by default.

Later in the season Louise was selected to referee at the Country Championships held in Maitland
NSW. All these appointments were in the Women’s Division games of the competition. In 2000 she
followed this up by being appointed to referee games in the Australian Universities Championship
held in Bathurst NSW.

In 1999 at the Annual General meeting Louise was elected to the position of Treasurer of the
Association for 2000.

Unfortunately, the increasing pressures of work and other commitments saw Louise hang up her
whistle after refereeing over 100 games.

National Community Match Official Webinar Series

Rugby Australia (RA) are excited to announce the dates for the National Community Match Official
Webinar Series. This series will take place throughout 2025 and is designed for all members of the
rugby community. Their goal is to provide valuable educational resources for match officials,
coaches, and other key stakeholders, focusing on essential aspects of the game.

Below are the scheduled webinars along with our guest presenters:

« Tuesday, June 10" Refereeing the Set Piece - Jordan Way & Sarah Porter
« Tuesday, July 8": Dealing with Pressure/High Impact Decisions - Nic Berry & Ella
Goldsmith
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You can register for the webinars through the Learning Centre. Simply navigate to the Training
Event page or the Training Library page (under Referee - Community). Please make sure to
remove any filters in the search bar to ensure the events appear.

All webinars will be recorded and made available in the Learning Centre after the sessions, along
with supplementary materials to those that register for the webinars.

These will also be incorporated as part of ACTRRA regular Development activities where local
aspects of our game will be addressed during the season.

Coaching and Grading Committee
Both senior and junior referees need to accept or reject their appointments quickly. Better still
indicate your unavailability as soon as you become aware of it.

| am very pleased to announce that Rob Nelson has kindly volunteered to undertake the role of
Red Card Reviewer for the 2025 season, for both juniors and seniors.

This means Rob is ACTRRA's point of contact for both members who have issued a red card and
ACT Rugby who administer the judicial processes. Rob will be the independent ACTRRA rep,
responsible for reviewing all red card reports prior to them being released to ACT Rugby and will
also be the person following up any missing reports.

If you do have a red card during your match, Rob may reach out with questions or advice on your
report to help us improve our red card report writing skills. Rob is also very happy for any referees
who would like to proactive reach out and discuss your red card reports or ask him to review your
narratives prior to logging them in Rugby Xplorer. If you have never had to complete the red card

process previously, Rob is there to provide any guidance to help you though.

To support Rob in managing this important role, we remind all members that it is extremely
important you submit your red card reports by the Sunday following the game. The issuing of a red
card instigates a judicial process that has strict deadlines and requires a lot of work in

the background.

Rob can be reached on the following email address: rwwn@internode.on.net

Kind Regards
Sarah Corrigan
ACTRRA Chair of Coaching, Grading & Appointments Committee

For the 2025 Senior Rugby Rules of Competition, click on
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final 2025 snr rugby rules of competition 01.pdf

For the 2025 Premier Rugby Rules of Competition, click on
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final 2025 premier rugby rules of competition 01

2_.pdf

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home
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Kit

For all matters pertaining to kit contact Clair Greenwood actrrakit@gmail.com

Quiz

Answers to last month’s quiz

1.
2.

3.
4,
5.

Penalty to Team B intentional wheel by Team A

If no advantage accrues to the receiving team Penalty to Team A for player failing to retire outside
10 metres.

Scrum, knock on by Team B player scrum 5 metres out from the goal line.

Play on lineout to Team A

Allow the kick and set the ensuing lineout to Team A

This month’s questions

A player from Team A catches the ball direct from a kick and immediately kicks the ball out
25 metres down field. A Team B player attempts to catch the ball outside the field of play
and the ball rolls toward Team A’s bench. The Team B player who dropped the ball
attempted to regain the ball for a quick lineout. One of Team A’s bench members
intentionally kick the ball to take the opportunity for a quick lineout out of Team B’s hands?

A ruck is formed after a tackle 5metres out from Team A’s attacking goal line. The player
from Team B who made the tackle legally releases the ball carrier and rolls away from the
ball and remains off his feet on the ground nearby. Team A gain possession of the ball and
one of their players, with the ball, runs towards the try line and is brought to ground by the
Team B player lying on the ground. Play ensues and Team A ground the ball in the in-goal.

On the 22-metre line a lineout is formed with 5 players from each side ready for the ball to
be thrown in by Team A. Just before the ball is thrown one of Team A’s players leaves the
line and retires to the 10-metre line. The ball is thrown in correctly and subsequently won by
Team A who kick the ball bounces which out 25 metres down field. The players move
downfield to prepare for the next phase of play.

At the restart after a successful conversion attempt the ball is kicked by Team A. The ball

travels beyond the 10-metre line and is blown back towards the kicker’s team who recover
the ball and proceed to run down field. All Team B players stand still readying themselves
for a restart.

At your pre-match conversation with Team A’s Under 14 team they indicate that they have
not got a trained front row and therefore wish to have uncontested scrums for today’s
game. Team B are informed and agree. At the first scrum 15 metres out from their try line
Team A feed the ball correctly and employ a back row move which results in them scoring
under the posts.

You are encouraged to also to go to this link and test your knowledge and understanding of the

laws

https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws

For ALL other information please visit www.actrra.org.au
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Schedule of games at time of printing for 31 May 2025

Senior Competition

Time
10:55 AM
12:15PM
12:15PM
1:40 PM
1:40 PM
3:.05PM
10:55 AM
12:15PM
12:00 PM
1:00 PM
2:30 PM
12:30 PM
2:30 PM
1:15PM
2:30 PM
10:55 AM

12:15PM
1:40 PM
3:05PM
1:15PM

2:30PM
12:15PM
1:40 PM
3:05PM

2:30PM
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Competition
Premier 4th Grade (ACT Rugby)
ACT Vets Colts Cup (ACT Rugby)
Premier 3rd Grade (ACT Rughby)
Spence Cup (ACT Rugby 2nd Grade)
BentSpoke Premier 15s
BentSpoke John | Dent Cup
Premier 4th Grade (ACT Rugby)
Premier 3rd Grade (ACT Rugby)
Women's 10s (ACT Rugby)
Canberra Suburban Cup (ACT Rugby)
2nd Division South Coast Monaro
Women's 10s (ACT Rugby)
Canberra Suburban Cup (ACT Rugby)
Women's 10s (ACT Rugby)
Canberra Suburban Cup (ACT Rugby)
ACT Vets Colts Cup (ACT Rugby)

BentSpoke Premier 15s

Spence Cup (ACT Rugby 2nd Grade)
BentSpoke John | Dent Cup
Women's 10s (ACT Rugby)

2nd Division South Coast Monaro
BentSpoke Premier 15s

Premier 4th Grade (ACT Rugby)
Premier 3rd Grade (ACT Rughby)

2nd Division South Coast Monaro

Home Team
Queanbeyan Whites 4th Grade
Queanbeyan Whites Colts
Queanbeyan Whites 3rd Grade
Queanbeyan Whites 2nd Grade
Queanbeyan Whites Premier 15s
Queanbeyan Whites 1st Grade
Western District Lions 4th Grade
Western District Lions 3rd Grade
ADFAWomen's 10s
ADFA 2nd Grade
ADFA 1st Grade
Easts Women's 10s
Easts 1st Grade
Batemans Bay Women's 10s
Batemans Bay 1st Grade
Western District Lions Colts
Western District Lionesses Premier
15s
Western District Lions 2nd Grade
Western District Lions 1st Grade
Jindabyne Miss Piggies Women's 10s
Banjo Paterson Inn Jindabyne
Bushpigs
Goulburn Dirty Reds Premier 15s
Goulburn Dirty Reds 2nd Grade
Goulburn Dirty Reds 1st Grade

Yass Rams XV
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Away Team
Canberra Royals 4th Grade
Canberra Royals Colts
Canberra Royals 3rd Grade
Canberra Royals 2nd Grade
Canberra Royals Premier 15s
Canberra Royals 1st Grade
Tuggeranong Vikings 4th Grade
Tuggeranong Vikings 3rd Grade
Yass Ewes Women's 10s
Uni-Norths Owls Blue
Taralga Tigers 1st Grade
Uni-Norths Owls Women's 10s
RMC 1st Grade
Canberra Royals Women's 10s
Hall 1st Grade
Tuggeranong Vikings Colts

Tuggeranong ViQueens Premier 15s
Tuggeranong Vikings 2nd Grade
Tuggeranong Vikings 1st Grade
CoomaWomen's 10s

Cooma Alpine Hotel Seniors 1st XV
Uni-Norths Owls Premier 15s
Uni-Norths Owls 4th Grade
Uni-Norths Owls 3rd Grade

Crookwell Dogs 1st Grade

uuuuu

Venue
Campese Field:
Campese Field:
Campese Field:
Campese Field:
Campese Field:
Campese Field:
Canberra High School
Canberra High School
Dowsett Rugby Fields
Dowsett Rugby Fields
Dowsett Rugby Fields
Griffith Oval
Griffith Oval
Hanging Rock Rugby Oval
Hanging Rock Rugby Oval
Jamison Oval

Jamison Oval
Jamison Oval
Jamison Oval
Jindabyne Sport Ground

Jindabyne Sport Ground
Simon Poidevin Rugby Park
Simon Poidevin Rugby Park
Simon Poidevin Rugby Park
Yass Rams Rugby Union
Club



Juniors

8:45 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
1:00 PM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
1:00 PM
1:30 PM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
1:00 PM
8:45 AM
8:45 AM
8:45 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM
1:30 PM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM
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ACTJRU Under 8

ACTIJRU Under 10 Div 2

ACTJRU Under 13

ACTJRU Under 15

ACTJRU TSA U16s Div 2

ACTJRU TSA 2nd XVs

ACTJRU TSA Louise Burrows Cup U18s Girls
ACTJRU Under 13

ACTJRU Under 14

ACTJRU TSA Steve Larkham Cup U16 Div 1
ACTJRU TSA 2nd XVs

ACTJRU Under 12

ACTJRU Under 15

ACTJRU TSA U16s Div 2

ACTJRU Under 8

ACTJRU Under 8

ACTJRU Under 8

ACTJRU Under 9

ACTJRU Under 9

ACTJRU Under 9

ACTJRU Under 9

ACTJRU Under 11 Div 2

ACTJRU Under 11 Div 2

ACTJRU TSA U16s Div 2

ACTIJRU TSA Viki Fisher Cup U16s Girls
ACTJRU Under 14 Girls

ACTJRU TSA Viki Fisher Cup U16s Girls
ACTJRU TSA Louise Burrows Cup U18s Girls
ACTJRU Under 10Div1

ACTJRU Under 10 Div1

ACTJRU Under 10 Div 2

ACTJRU Under11Div1

ACTJRU Under 15

ACTJRU Under 12

ACTJRU Under 14

Uni Norths Under 8
Uni-Norths Under 10
Uni-Norths Under 13
Uni-Norths Under 15
Uni-Norths Under 16
Grammar U18 Div 2

Grammar U18 Girls Blue
Daramalan U13 Red (season)
Daramalan U13 Black (Season)
Daramalan U16 Black (season)
Daramalan U18 2nd XV (season)
Vikings Under 12

Vikings Under 15

Vikings Under 16

Vikings Under 8

Gungahlin Eagles U8s Black
Queanbeyan Under 8's White
Rosary Under 9

Vikings Under 9 White

Royals U9

Gungahlin Eagles U9s

Easts U11

Jindabyne Ul1s

Jindabyne U16

South Coast Monaro U16 Girls
Kinross U14s

Kinross U16s

Kinross U18s

Marist U10 Royal

Marist U10 Black

Marist U10 Blue

Marist U11 Royal

Marist U15 Sky

Marist U12 Sky

Marist U14 Sky
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Gungahlin Eagles U8s Red
Vikings Under 10

Marist U13 Blue
Daramalan U15 Red (season)
St Edmunds U16s White
Marist U18 Sky
Daramalan U18 Girls (season)
Trinity U13

Jindabyne U14 Boys

St Edmunds U16s Blue

St Edmunds 2nd XV
Marist U12 Royal

Marist U14 Royal

Yass U16s

Rosary Under 8

Easts U8 Blue

Easts U8 Red

Grammar U9

Vikings Under 9 Red

Easts U9

Queanbeyan U9's Blue
Marist U11 Blue

Vikings Under 11

St Edmunds U15s Blue
Grammar U16 Girls
Vikings Under 14 Girls
Vikings Under 16 Girls
Vikings Under 18 Girls
Gungahlin Eagles U10s

St Edmunds U10s Blue
Marist U10 Sky
Queanbeyan U11's
Daramalan U14 Black (season)
Yass U12s Mixed

Marist U14 Blue
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ANU North Oval
ANU North Oval
ANU North Oval
ANU North Oval
ANU North Oval
Canberra Grammar
Canberra Grammar
Daramalan College
Daramalan College
Daramalan College
Daramalan College
Gowrie

Gowrie

Gowrie

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

Griffith Oval

JJ Connors Oval

JJ Connors Oval

JJ Connors Oval
Kinross Wollaroi School
Kinross Wollaroi School
Kinross Wollaroi School
Marist College
Marist College
Marist College
Marist College
Marist College
Marist College
Marist College



1:00 PM
1:30 PM

3:00 PM
10:30 AM
12:30 PM

3:00 PM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM
1:30 PM

3:00 PM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM

1:30 PM
12:30 PM

9:30 AM
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ACTJRU TSA Steve Larkham Cup U16 Div 1
ACTJRU TSA U16s Div 2

ACTJRU TSA George Gregan Cup U18
Division 1

ACTJRU Under11Div1

ACTJRU TSA 3rd XVs

ACTJRU TSA George Gregan Cup U18
Division 1

ACTJRU Under 10 Div 2

ACTJRU Under 11 Div1

ACTJRU Under 11 Div 2

ACTJRU Under 13

ACTJRU Under 12

ACTJRU Under 12

ACTJRU Under 15

ACTJRU Under 13

ACTJRU Under 14

ACTJRU TSA 3rd XVs

ACTJRU TSA George Gregan Cup U18
Division 1

ACTJRU Under 14

ACTJRU Under 15

ACTJRU Under 14 Girls

ACTJRU TSA Viki Fisher Cup U16s Girls
ACTJRU TSA U16s Div 2

ACTJRU TSA 3rd XVs

ACTJRU Under 10 Div 2

Royals U16
Marist U16 Sky

Marist U18 Royal
Gungahlin Eagles U11s
Royals 3rd XV

Royals 1st XV

St Edmunds U10s White
St Edmunds U11s Blue
St Edmunds U11s Gold
St Edmunds U13s Gold
St Edmunds U12s Blue
St Edmunds U12s White
St Edmunds U15s White
St Edmunds U13s White
St Edmunds U13s Blue
St Edmunds 3rd XV

St Edmunds 1st XV
Trinity U14

Trinity U15

Trinity U14 Girls

Trinity U16 Girls

Trinity U16

Radford College 1st XV
Wests U10

Marist U16 Royal
Daramalan U15 Black (season)

Daramalan U18 1st XV (season)
Cooma U1l1l's
South Coast Monaro U18 Boys

Grammar U18 Div 1
Grammar U10

Wests U11 Sky

Marist U11 Sky

Marist U13 Sky
Daramalan U12 (season)
Grammar U12

St Edmunds U14s Blue
Grammar U13

St Edmunds U14s White
Grammar U18 Div3

Vikings Under 18
GrammarU14

Grammar U15

Daramalan U14 Girls (season)
Daramalan U16 Girls (season)
Marist U15 Royal

Marist U18 Blue

Queanbeyan U10's
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Marist College
Marist College

Marist College
Nicholls Enclosed
Rivett Oval

Rivett Oval

St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College
St Edmunds College

St Edmunds College
Trinity Goulburn

Trinity Goulburn

Trinity Goulburn

Trinity Goulburn

Trinity Goulburn

Uni of Canberra - Field 4
Weetangera Oval



