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                      ACT Rugby Referees Association 

                          January 2025 NEWSLETTER 

 

         

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for January 2025. 

Save the date:    

Pre-Season Seminar & GMGs, Sunday, AM 2 March 

Will Boyle Memorial Run and Social Event, Tuesday 4th February 2025, 18:00 Lake Burley Griffin, Henry 

Rolland Park, Barrine Drive, Parkes, ACT. 

Goulburn Girls in Rugby Clinic 1st & 2nd February 2025    

Brumbies Fan Day 2nd February 2025 

Round 1 Seniors 12th April 2025, grand final 30th August 2025 

Capital 7s - 15th February 2025 

Kiama 7s- Saturday, 22 February 2025 at the Kiama Showgrounds, Kiama beginning at 8:00 am 

Ella 7s -1st March 

Junior Summer 7s (TBA in February & March). Only referees with current Smart Rugby and current 

registration with ACTRA will be considered for appointment.  

South Coast 7s - 22nd-23rd March, Ulladulla 

ADFRU Championships - Saturday 26th April to Wednesday 2nd May  

 

President’s Message 

Greetings all, it’s hard to believe we are on the eve of another preseason and what’s shaping up to be an 

exciting 2025 rugby calendar across community and representative levels, including the British Lions tour 

coming to the ACT.  I hope this finds you well and refreshed.  If not already, can I encourage you to please 

register early which will assist us to coordinate season preparations including our Preseason Seminar, 

annual certification requirements and Game Management Guideline activities. Also, welcome to our new 

members who may be receiving this newsletter for the first time. 

Since our AGM in November, the executive committee have been taking steps to best prepare for the 

season and to progress a number of issues through liaison with ACT & sNSW and Brumbies Community 

Rugby.  One of the ‘behind the scenes’ changes across our junior competition for 2025 is the shift in 

governance and delivery of the 2025 competition from ACTJRU to Brumbies Community Rugby for a trial 

period of 12 months.   

On the above point, at a recent meeting between ACTRRA and Deputy CEO, Brumbies Rugby & General 

Manager Community Rugby Craig Leseberg and Competition Manager Mat Vowles, Brumbies confirmed 

the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to inform this trial has been signed and that ACTRRA has a 

position on the associated Junior Rugby Advisory Committee (JRAC). This is an important step in 

achieving a smooth transition of leadership and management of JRU responsibilities ahead of the junior 

season with the aim to bring uniformity and more capacity in the management across senior and junior 

competitions. Ultimately the JRAC is being established to assist in enhancing and protecting the interests of 
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Junior Rugby in the ACT & surrounding region. I expect this trial and committee structure will greatly 

enhance the quality of the governance and junior community rugby experience. We’ll keep you all posted 

on developments. For now, a positive outcome for ACTRRA is that as an Association we only have to 

manage a single (strong) working relationship with Brumbies across both the senior and junior competition 

and the raft of governance and management considerations that it entails.  

Across the weekend of 14 - 16 Feb, ACTRAA will again have representation at the Rugby Australia 

National Match Officials Conference in Sydney. Whilst this year the scope of the conference is narrower 

and will focus on Match Official Development (MOD), I anticipate we will gain a lot more than this from our 

interaction with other Associations and RA that will be fed back to our members. We have a number of lines 

of effort we intend to pursue.  

As the first of the community rugby preseason tournaments and our support to Super Rugby ramps up in 

February, we will keep the information flowing to our members as efficiently as we can and I look forward to 

seeing as many of you as possible for our Preseason Seminar at Brumbies HQ on 2 March.  It’s such an 

important activity and opportunity to share information that has a direct bearing on the season ahead. 

Finally, can I thank in advance those who have responded to our Expressions of Interest and formed our 

four sub-committees as outlined in this newsletter. The Executive looks forward to working with you all in 

support of our members on and off the field. Stay tuned for confirmation of the Coaching, Appointments and 

Grading Committee (CAG) appointments shortly via member email.  

Best, 

Nick  

 

What’s happening in your Association? 

● Now is the time, if you have not completed the process already, to register for the 2025 season. 

● GMGs for 2025 details will become available on the RA website link shortly 

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws 

● Season Ready will be available on Rugby Xplorer under “Learning Centre>Browse Learning” menu, 

date to be confirmed. 

● Junior Summer 7’s competition TBA 

● First Referee Ready courses for 2025, Brumbies HQ, Sunday 2 March (following the Preseason 

seminar). Those interested watch this space for further information. 

● February 2024 - Seniors trials   TBA 

● Smart Rugby Commences details to follow. 

● ACTJRU Rd 1 scheduled to begin 3rd May (no matches on Reconciliation Day and King’s Birthday) 

 

 

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws
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Recruitment 
If you know someone who would like to become a referee, please direct them to 

ACTRRA’s website (ACTRRA.org.au) and/or have them email the secretary 

(ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them and link them to the 

appropriate person/s or training or just chat with them about the process and 

expectations. 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 List of personnel responsible for the various activities within the Association  

Patron:    Brendan McCormick 

 

Executive Committee: 

President   Nick Stoker 

Vice-President  John Cunningham 

Secretary  Ivan Gavazov 

Asst Secretary  Damien McGrath 

Treasurer  Peter Langford 

 

Coaching and Grading Committee: 

 

Chair   Sarah Corrigan 

Senior Appointments TBA 

Junior Appointments TBA 

Senior & Junior Coaching Appointments   Damien 

McLachlan 

 

Welfare Officer: Brian Heaney 

 

 

On field Kit manager: Clair Greenwood 

 

Sub-Committees 

 

Education and Training: Anne Dickeson 

Mitchell Egan 

Steve Partridge  

   

Technical (Equipment):  Damian McLachlan  

    Matt Partridge 

 

Social:    Riley Byrne  

    Steven Partridge 

    Ethan Gumbrell  

  

Welfare:    John Cunningham

    Brian Heaney 

 

Website administrator:  Ivan Gavazov 

 

Newsletter editor:  Peter Langford 

 

Fitness trainer   Ethan Gumbrell

 

 

 

 

mailto:ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com


Sponsors 
 

Fitness Training  
Do not let your fitness levels disappear! Considering continuing with some light exercise together 

with regular daily walks/jogging/running. 

 

Our fitness training for 2025 season started on Monday, the 20th of January, and continue every 

Monday and Wednesday. 

 

During the summer period the sessions will take place from 6.30-7.30 pm at the Aranda District 
Playing Fields, near Aranda Primary School/Greening Australia on Monday, and at the Brumbies 
HQ on Wednesday. We are looking to move both of these sessions at the Brumbies HQ soon. 
 
Bring your football boots and a drink bottle. Everyone is welcome! 
 
This provides a terrific opportunity to improve your fitness levels before the season proper and to 
get to know some of the members of our refereeing team. 
 
The training is conducted by Ethan Gumbrell, one of our elite young referees. 
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Coaching and Grading Committee  
Watch this space for details concerning law changes for the 2025 season and associated information. 

The final Senior and Junior gradings for 2024 are posted on the website (actrra.org.au). 

 

Link to presentation of law variations for the 2025 season  

https://worldrugby.app.box.com/v/2025GLTsdeck 
 

 

Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration 

Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/ 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 

 

Kit 
After two years of refereeing, kit occasionally loses some of the shine it once had, and you may need to 

replace it. If this is the case, please contact Clair Greenwood and she may be able to issue a replacement 

item. Please note stock and stock sizes are limited. Clair can be contacted via actrrakit@gmail.com. 

 

Quiz 
Go to this link and test your knowledge and understanding of the laws  

 

https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws 

 

For ALL other information please visit www.actrra.org.au  

https://worldrugby.app.box.com/v/2025GLTsdeck
https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/
https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home
https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws
http://www.actrra.org.au/

