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ACT Rugby Referees Association 

October 2023 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for October 2023.  

Save the date:    Annual General Meeting   14 November 2023 at Brumbies HQ at 7:30PM 

What’s happening in your Association? 

• Training: This is going into a Christmas break although we recommend you continue with your own training 

regime in the off season. Watch this space for news about when formal training sessions will recommence. 

• Preliminary results from the ACTRRA Recruitment and Retention Plan conducted by Interact Collaborations is 

being discussed. The final report will be placed on the ACTRRA website for member information and 

comment. 

• Huge congratulations to those referees who acted as the match 

officials at the recently held National Championships and 

International fixtures. 

Steven Koh (referee & AR) Jacques Smith (referee & AR) Max Kalis 

(AR) Mitchell Egan (AR)Annie Dickeson (coach mentor) Amy Kilmister 

(coach) Riley Byrne (AR) Nathan Mass (AR) Ethan Gumbrell (referee & 

AR)  

                                                                                                        

                                  

                                     Fig 1: Ethan on NSW Country v Qld Country (3v4) 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

                                               Fig 3 Annie Dickeson 

Fig 2 S Koh & J Smith (Left and right of photo) 

• A season debrief for Referee Coaches. 

• Executive workshop to review the season and prepare for the AGM and handover to the incoming Executive. 

• Rugby Australia have sent out a survey dealing with your impressions about the season as referees, please 

take the time to complete it.  

Presentation Day 
A big thankyou to those who organised the day- barefoot bowls, the lunch, the invitations to the special guests, 

collecting the trophies and having them engraved, doing a run through to make sure the power point worked, 

selecting the images for the slideshow, the big cheese award ceremony and everyone who was able to attend. 

 

It was great to see more young referees and their parents attend the ceremony this year. The stories, laughter and 

sense of belonging permeated the whole day. The BAR trophy recipients gathered at the bar to swap tales and 
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congratulate this year’s recipient (Ethan Gumbrell) as a closing activity to a day enjoyed by all. Be sure to put this day 

in your diary for next year. 

 

Figure 4 : Members receiving instruction in the art of Lawn Bowls. 

Carnivals 

• U16s and U19s 7th,8th,14th,15th,21st October 2023 

• Capital 7’s 28 October 2023 

Kit 
If you are a Level 1 referee or above and have not yet received your kit, please contact Ivan Gavazov 

(actrra.asstsec@gmail.com)  to arrange collection.  The NAIDOC jersey may be worn as our alternate strip for the 

duration of our current uniform. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

In preparation for the AGM, I have listed the current holders of the various positions in the Association. All executive 

positions are declared vacant prior to the AGM and nominations for these positions are called for. These forms will be 

emailed to all registered members soon. The those considering nominating the specific duties for these positions 

may be found at http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/actrra_objects___rules_-_august_2017.pdf 

Following is a list of the current holders of the various executive roles within the ACTRRA. 

Patron    Brendon McCormack 

President   Sam Whittle 

Vice President   Nick Stokes 

Secretary   Mitchell Egan 

Assistant Secretary  Ivan Gavazov 

Treasurer   Peter Langford 

Welfare Officer   Chris Cousin (ex officio) 

Additional Roles performed during 2023 season. 

Referee Development Officer  Vacant 

Chairperson Coaching and Grading  Karl Hamlyn  

Reflive Administrator    Karl Hamlyn  

Senior Referee Appointments   Karl Hamlyn    

Junior Referee Appointments   Jim Phillips 

Coaching coordinator   Jack Cunningham 

Recruitment     Nick Stoker, Annie Dickeson 

Education    Annie Dickeson, Nick Stoker  

Senior Coaching Appointments  Greg Saphin 

Junior Coaching Appointments   Geoffrey Palmer 

Communication Equipment Officer           Damien McLachlan 

mailto:actrra.asstsec@gmail.com
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/actrra_objects___rules_-_august_2017.pdf
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Additional Roles performed during 2023 season Cont:/…. 

Website Manager    Dennis Beissner 

On field kit manager   Ivan Gavazov 

Auditor     Bryce Gorrell 

NAIDOC jersey organization  Kevin Cullen and Exec Committee 

Business coordination   Peter Langford & Exec Committee 

 

If you can identify any other functions/roles that would enhance your experience/s within the Association, please 

advise the Secretary at ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com.  

Recruitment 
During the coming weeks or months someone will  talk to you about becoming a referee direct 

them to the website (ACTRRA.org.au) and / or have them email the secretary 

(ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them and link them to the appropriate 

person/s, training links or just to chat about the process and expectations. 

 

 

 

From the Chairman Coaching and Grading 

• Work ons for the off season enjoy the break and get ready for pre-season trials early in 2024. 

• Final Grading panels for 2023 are available, go to the following link: ACTRRA.org.au 

Quiz:   To be continued in 2024 

Up coming events to note in your diaries for 2024 ( these are approximate dates only) 

Will Boyle preseason run and BBQ at Lake Burley Griffen          6 February 

Pre season training                9 & 11 Jan 

Trials for seniors                February 

Super Rugby round 1  Rebels v Brumbies in Melbourne             23 February 

Senior competition Round 1               April 

Junior season  commences Round 1             11 May 

Rep trials 12’s -18”s               25/26  March 

Ulladulla Coast 7’s               16 March 

Vikings pre season Gala Day               6 April 

Junior club trials 

Townsville & Cairns touring teans U/16               September TBC 

Southern States Championships  U/12’s – U18’s              9-12 July 

Pre season social get together                 TBC 

Pre seson seminar  Senior               TBC 

         Junior               TBC 

Finals series    

 Junior                 TBC 

 Senior                                                                                      TBC 

From the Editor 

If you have any  suggestions for items that could or should be included in future newsletters please email you 

suggestions to  ACTRRA.treasurer@gmail.com 

 

mailto:ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com

