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ACT Rugby Referees Association 

April 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for April 2024.  

 

Save the date:   We encourage our junior referees to support the following activities.  

 

• ACTJRU competition kicks-off 4 May 2024. (no matches on Reconciliation Day and King’s Birthday).  

Please ensure your availability is known to our junior appointer, Jim Phillips via Rugby Xplorer or 

actrra.juniors@gmail.com 

 

• Match Official (Referee) Developer Level 1 Course (Face to Face), Brumbies HQ, 12th May 9am-

5pm. This course is designed to provide those seeking Referee Coach Level 1 Accreditation.  Please 

enrol via the Learning Centre in your Rugby Xplorer profile. We are eager to build our capacity for 

this extremely valuable and rewarding accreditation.  

 

• Match Official Developer Level 1 Course (Online), Tuesday evenings April 30th & May 7th. This 

course, as the one above, is designed to provide those seeking Referee Coach Level 1 Accreditation.  

It provides a good alternative for anyone who cannot attend the Face-to-Face course on 12th May.  

It will be presented by the NSW Rugby Union Referees Association, and is open for enrolment by 

anyone interested via the Learning Centre in your Rugby Xplorer profile. 

 

 

President’s Message 

 

Firstly, good luck to all our members for the commencement of the Junior competition this Saturday - it’s 

an exciting period where we get to witness the value of our contribution across the junior rugby 

community. Let’s strive to be the ‘best we can be’ and enjoy the challenge.  Also, think about the challenge 

for our hard working ‘appointers’ each week to piece together the jigsaw puzzle - let’s be respectful and 

communicate early with them in outlining your availability and / or acceptance of appointments.  

Meanwhile in the senior space, observing from around the grounds and the informal feedback I’ve 

received, I have been really proud of the hard work and performance of our referees and teams of three at 

so many levels of competition. Keep up the great work. In general, through your actions, the tackle height 

trial appears to be changing behaviours around player discipline.  We will invariably confront frustrations 

and challenges ahead during the season, but it’s how we respond to these that can truly highlight our 

professionalism and commitment to this great game.  

A shout out to one of long-term members and sponsors, Kevin Cullen, who is resting up with a couple of 

fractured ribs following an unfortunate tumble during a trial match.  All the best for a speedy recovery 

Kevin. We look forward to seeing you back in the middle.  
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A really informative and collegiate Development night was held recently and I would like to acknowledge 

Mitch Eagan, Dennis Beissner and others who steered the ship. See below for some more detail. Reminder, 

individually we need to take ownership for our own development and seek out the information delivered.  

Finally, Rugby Australia Match Official representative(s) are planning a visit in early June to deliver some 

group development sessions to our members. Dates are being finalised and will be confirmed shortly.  

Best  

Nick  

 

 

What’s happening in your Association? 

 
Mandatory online session - Season Ready 2024 is now available for your completion on Rugby Xplorer 

under “Learning Centre>Browse Learning” menu.   

 

 

 

Training  - ‘Come one, come all’...training has returned to the Brumbies HQ  

Recent sessions have had a really strong turnout - it’s the place to be! 

 

Trainer: Steven Koh  a member of the Senior A panel referees  

Where:   Brumbies HQ, Uni of Canberra.  All members are encouraged to attend. 

When:  Tuesday and Thursday evenings 18:00 – 19:00  

Equipment:  football boots and water bottle 

 

 

Kit 

 
If you are a Level 1 referee or above and have not yet received your kit, please contact Ivan Gavazov 

(actrra.secretary@gmail.com) to arrange collection.  The NAIDOC jersey or pink jersey is to be worn ONLY 

where there is a CLASH with our yellow referee’s strip. 

 

If you are new to ACTRRA, including being new to refereeing and do not have a kit, please contact Ivan at 

above email address. 
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Armidale School Rugby Carnival 

 
 
 

Over 12-15 April, Callum, Tom (Referees) and Annie 
(Referee Coach) travelled to Armidale to participate 
in The Armidale School Rugby Carnival. The 
Armidale School Rugby Carnival is the largest junior 
rugby carnival held in Australia, attracting young 
rugby enthusiasts and their coaches, along with 
committed families and supporters from all over the 
country. The carnival caters for under 12 teams and 
a girls 7s Competition for 14s and 16s players. 
  
It was fantastic for the referees to meet other 
young officials from the New South Wales Country 
Rugby Referees Association and Queensland 
Country Rugby Referees Associations. They now 

have a full new friendship group consisting of other referees their age from all over these states who are 
passionate about refereeing and keen to help each other grow and develop. Additionally, the boys 
received coaching and development from a group of highly accomplished coaches gathered from across 
the Eastern States of Australia. They received coaching for every game, guidance on how to increase 
confidence and performance, a take home note book on how to continue to improve and what areas they 
can work on this season. Finally, the boys got to experience traveling away from home (9 hours in the car) 
and growing their own independence and self-organisational skills. 
  
This is the first time ACTRRA has been invited to participate in the event, a great honour. The boys were 
exemplary in their conduct and commitment to the tournament and due to this ACTRRA has been invited 
to return in 2025.  Well done to all involved. 
 
 
 

Vikings Gala Day 
 

The annual Vikings Gala Day took place on the weekend of 6-7th April.  Despite the extremely wet weather 

there was a great turnout by the ACTRRA referees.  The tournament provided a great opportunity to 

introduce some new faces to rugby refereeing, and to blow some cobwebs with some of our more 

experienced referees.  Well done to all that officiated. 
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Pacific Women in Rugby Leadership Forum 
 

 
Over four days in March, Annie Dickeson was selected along with a group of leaders in women’s rugby by 
Oceania Rugby to share their experiences and craft plans for the growth of women’s rugby in the region. 
Supported by PacificAus Sports, the Oceania Women in Rugby Network Forum 2024 was attended by 19 
female delegates, representing unions from across the Pacific. The event created opportunities for the 
women to collaborate on solutions for the challenges they face in their own countries, as well as providing 
them with access to professional development workshops on topics including governance, investments and 
sponsorship, and visibility and engagement. They also talked about how to capitalise on the coverage of 
women’s rugby at the 2024 Paris Olympics to raise the profile of the game at home. 
On the final day of the forum, the group attended the Super Rugby Women’s match between the Fijian 
Drua and the New South Wales Waratahs at Churchill Park. It was an opportunity to consolidate 
relationships in a less formal setting – and much appreciated by all delegates. 
‘I felt so lucky to be part of such an inspirational and capable group of women. It was wonderful to gain an 
understanding of everyone’s unique challenges, culture and context. While bonding and helping each other 
realise what we are capable of, especially as a group. The whole experience was just phenomenal and a 
blessing.’ 
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Annie Dickeson 
ACTRRA Education and Training 
 

 

Recruitment, Development and Retention 

 
Much is happening in this space and is a key focus area underpinning many of the Executive’s actions.  If 

not read already, please skim through the President’s General Meeting Update and Recruiting, 

Development and Retention Plan update sent to members recently. 

 

Development Meeting 
 

This was on Tuesday 16 April at the Brumbies premises after the normal Tuesday training which is open to 

all ACTRRA members.  

The program for our first development night of the season included: 

 

● Goal setting, match preparation and self-reflection – Mitchell Egan 

● High tackles – Dennis Beissner 

● Tackles in the air - Mitch & Dennis 

● A presentation from Sarah, (Chairperson of the Coaching & Grading Committee) who spoke about 

trends, appointments, development squad, Armidale Carnival. 

 

We hope to attach a more detailed copy of the presentations on the ACTRRA website for the information 

of those unable to attend. Having said that it is hoped that all referees will attend future development 

nights as it is a good opportunity to meet other members, raise questions about your game and improve 

your refereeing skill and law knowledge.  

 

 

Quiz 
1. Red player catches the ball inside the 22 and is tackled outside the 22 by an onside Blue player. A 

ruck is formed and the ball is passed to a Red player inside the 22 who immediately kicks the ball 

and makes contact with a onside blue player outside the 22 and the ball goes out on the full on the 

defending 10 metre line. 

 

2. Blue restart after a try have been scored by Red. While in the air a player from the Blue team leaves 

the ground attempting to take the ball in the air. A Red player following the ball downfield collides 

with the Blue player while he is in the air and results in the Blue player landing on his back. The Red 

play was not focused or in a position to successfully catch the ball but was intent of disrupting the 

Blue players attempt to catch the ball. 

 

3. Red team are awarded a goal line drop out and the ball goes directly into touch 15metres down 

field. 

 

4. The ball is kicked into touch by Blue. The ball is retrieved by a Red player who throws it to another 

red player standing on the 5 metre line 5 metres behind him in the field of play. What aspects of 

the quick throw law do you need to consider. 
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5. A Red player dives attempting to ground the ball over the try line. He drops the ball before the line 

and it rolls forward into in-goal and is then grounded by another onside Red player. 

 


