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ACT Rugby Referees Association 

August 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for August 2024.  

Save the date:    

The ACTRRA Presentation function will be held at the RUC on Sunday 25th August 2024 commencing at 

11:00 am with barefoot bowls followed by lunch at 12:00noon. All referees (Junior & Senior) and their 

partners are invited to join us and help celebrate the seasons events and congratulate the Senior Grand 

Final referees who will be announced at this function. 

 Semi finals Preliminary finals Grand finals 

Canberra Suburban Cup    27 July 3 August 10 August 

Women’s 10s 24 August 31 August 7 September 

Premier 1, 2, Colts, Women’s 
15s, 3rd grade, 4th grade 

17th / 18th August 24 August 31 August 

Sth Coast Monaro 24th August 31st August 7 September 

Juniors 31st August  7/8 September 

 

President’s message 

It has been another busy month on the paddock and behind the scenes. Thanks again to all who have so 

willingly contributed their time. A highlight has certainly been a very successful inaugural Life Members 

Round. Read more about it below. We have also very much enjoyed seeing one of our A-Panel referees, 

Shaun Rigby, enjoy a candid interview with JID Cup Competition Manager, Mat Vowles and Sam Norton- 

Knight as part of their weekly ‘round-up’, reminding everyone of the personable side, hard work and 

enjoyment of refereeing. If you haven’t watched it, I recommend you do, via our Facebook site. 

Great to see some momentum reestablished this season with some exchanges across a number of 

Associations, near and far. Enjoy the short wrap-ups below. As I mentioned in the last newsletter, these 

exchanges are so valuable to referee development on so many levels and the Executive looks forward to 

leveraging these into season 2025 and beyond. We fully intend to offer these opportunities earlier in the 

upcoming seasons, but for now, the important part was getting them off the ground again - no time to 

waste. Well done to all who were afforded the opportunity - you were great ambassadors for ACTRRA. I 

was pleased, and not surprised, to hear very positive reports from those who visited ACTRRA from 

Illawarra and Perth with how welcomed they felt, our professionalism and the high standard of rugby. Great 

to hear. 

The Executive is pleased to see the delivery of two ACTRRA promotional and recruiting banners, as part of 

our Recruiting and Retention Plan. They have already been put to good use at the LMs Round and recent 

Schools’ mid-week competitions. The plan is to also have them semi-permanently on display in the foyer at 

Brumbies HQ to increase our profile, whilst being portable to support other promotion opportunities. “You 

can’t be what you can’t see.” Keep an eye out for them and remember, we all have a role to play in 

recruiting - have a conversation with someone who you think may be interested. 

A few more junior rounds to go ahead of their finals, and a well-earned bye last Saturday ahead of the 

majority of senior competition finals. I ask everyone to consider what extra time they may be able to afford 

the junior space through an additional fixture maybe or assistant refereeing to bring the junior Clubs home 

strongly through our on-field support to their finals series.  

Best, Nick 
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What’s happening in your Association? 

On behalf of the members congratulation to Harrison Linton and his AR’s, 

Chrisopher Cousin and Matthew Partridge on their appointment to the 

Canberra Suburban Grand Final which was held on the 10 August 

between Easts and RMC with RMC running out winners. 

 

 

 

Victorian Rugby Referees Association Exchange 19-21 July.   

Jo Brinkley and James Charlton travelled to Melbourne as ACTRA’s representatives. As part of ACTRRA’s 

exchange program attendees are asked to submit a report outlining their experiences. This following is their 

report. 

We had an early start Saturday to travel to Marcellin College one of the all-boys private schools in 

Melbourne. I was appointed U16s Div 1 and James was appointed First XV. Both games were at a much 

lower standard than that of our ACT competitions, with poor scrum training, ball security and team 

behaviours. But in all a different type of footy to what we are used too and a good experience to have within 

a junior space.  

 After we finished with Juniors, we travelled to the Moorabbin 

Rams footy club where James and I Assistant refereed a 2nd 

grade match between the Rams and Footscray. We then did 4 

and 5 for 1st grade. The footy played in this comp felt a lot like 

our country footy, not just because of field’s looks, but the 

fantastic energy, fiery players and different techniques. Again, 

their First XV felt very similar to the ACT's 2nd, even 3rd XV. No 

insult to the Melbourne teams, but a very different type of footy. 

Which made this such an excellent experience.  

Another great part of the Melbourne footy experience was what the clubs call speeches. At 6pm after 

everyone has showered, all the teams, players, supporters and referees gather in the Club House to say 

their thanks, have a beer, or two or three and have a massive feed. Our little group of referees got spoilt 

with a massive serving of rice and stew, it was delicious after the freezing day we endured.  

The referees of Melbourne were fantastic company and made the trip worth it in every way. Both James 

and I want to thank the Melbourne referees for hosting us and helping drive us around and to ACTRRA for 

their amazing support and this amazing opportunity.  

Though they should pick somewhere a little less icy next time. Perhaps the Gold Coast? (Jo Brinkley) 

Illawarra Rugby Referees Association Exchange 27 July.   

Steven Harriman and Glen Packer travelled to Canberra as 

representatives of the Illawarra Rugby Referees Association 

and were the match officials at the Second-grade game 

between Owls and Canberra Royals and 1st Fifteen game 

between St Edmunds College and Daramalan respectively. 

Conversely Ben Nelson and Max Kallis travelled to Illawarra 

and represented ACTRRA refereeing a First and Second grade 

fixtures. 

I recently had the pleasure of refereeing what was a high-

quality 2nd grade rugby match between the Bowral Blacks and 
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Woonona Shamrocks in Bowral. The exchange was an amazing opportunity to work with a seasoned 

referee coach, Mark Clark, who provided his own unique and valuable insights. The chance to referee in a 

different environment with new teams was great for development. A special thank you to the Bowral Rugby 

Club and the Illawarra Referees Association for being such great hosts. (Max Kailis) 

It was a valuable experience to referee outside of the usual Canberra competition locations, and in a new 

location in Bowral. It’s with appreciation to both the IRRA & ACTRRA executives for their work behind the 

scenes in making this event possible. The weather in the Southern Tablelands on Saturday was cold, windy 

and sunny, with the underfoot being extremely soft after a couple days of rain. Both the underfoot and wind 

proved a factor in both games. 

The first-grade match between Bowral & Woonona Shamrocks were the 5th vs. 6th on the ladder. The lead 

fluctuated a lot throughout the match with Shamrocks holding on to win 29-21. 

The hospitality of Illawarra Rugby Referees was excellent. We had the privilege of ex-

ACTRRA referee coach Mark Clark providing his experience in assessing us both. 

The history within the Bowral Rugby Club’s clubhouse is a fascinating experience. 

Within there are over 30 different international rugby jerseys hanging framed on the 

walls; each donated through previous international old boys.  

In closing this would be an opportunity that I would recommend to any referee, given 

the privilege of representing ACTRRA. I would be great to see the relationship 

between IRRA & ACTRRA continue to strengthen with this exchange becoming a 

regular annual event. (Ben Nelson) 

Western Australia (Perth) Rugby Union Referees Association 27 July & 3 August 

Nick Stoker travelled to Perth WA as part of his employment responsibilities. Prior to departure, respective 

Associations had been exploring opportunities to reinvigorate a previous exchange program. Nick’s 

availability in Perth provided the momentum to reignite the relationship for the future.  

I was appointed to a 3rd Grade fixture and AR for 1st Grade - Kalamunda v Joondalup at Kalamunda’s 

home ground. This aligned with their Indigenous Round. I also volunteered to AR 2nd Grade to further 

contribute to the day. It was a great day for both junior and senior community rugby, played in good spirit 

and I was made to feel most welcome. There was genuine appreciation shown by all for ACTRRA 

contributing to the local rugby scene, as WARARU are also challenged by insufficient MOs to cover all 

games.  

The opportunity rekindled personal relationships with the WARARU Executive and 

former ACTRRA member - Petrus van Aswegan, who refereed 1st Grade.  In short, 

WA’s competition is not as strong as ACT, but certainly provides an excellent 

development opportunity for ACTRRA MOs in both the junior and senior space.  

 

 

 

 

 

On 3rd August Hayden McGregor and Jack McLenaghan, two WA 

referees officiated at the Colts and 2nd Grade Wests v Royals fixtures at 

Griffith oval. Both referees were also the Assistant Referees for Nathan 

Mass in the 1st Grade fixture.  
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Life Member Function 3 August 2024 

This event was held at the RUC and the Life members were welcomed by Nick 

Stoker (ACTRRA President). A lapel badge was presented to each member by a 

senior A panel referee or a member of the Executive in recognition of their 

contributions over the years to the Association. Senior and junior referees attended 

the function to share stories about their games and experiences on the paddock. 

Some of the tales told to the younger referees by the Life members harked back to a 

time when scrums were collisions, walking down the middle of a lineout may result 

in an accidental elbow, a person’s back was available for tap dancing and 

unsuspecting backs who refused to release the ball in rucks were unceremoniously dealt with.  

Brendan McCormick (our Patron and Life member) spoke on behalf of the membership and a summary of 

his salient points are as follows: 

Welcome to tonight’s function it is good to see such a good number of our Life Members present tonight 

and it is hoped that they will continue with their involvement in the ACTRRA. It has been nearly ten years 

since our last Life member get together. 

During the night I spoke to Sarah Corrigan and Alan Casey about their involvement in rugby together with 

several of the other life members. In particular, I spoke to Jim Smith (one of our 600 plus game referees) 

and I reminded him of the fact that he coached me in the Under 8’s at St Thomas Mores and that I coached 

his son in the under 15 and 16’s at Daramalan and later his daughter Louise, who was one of our early 

female referees. 

The ACTRRA continues to be one of the best referee associations in Australia having had members such 

as Kim Lees (Australian Rugby Union National Referee Education Manager), Mick Keogh (Australian 

National Rugby Union Referees panel and National Coach of Referees), Level 3 referee coaches and many 

well-respected referees and coaches both on and off the field. 

On behalf of the Life members, I would like to thank the work of those involved in organising today 

particularly members of the Executive, Jo Brinkley, Kevin Cullen, Ivan Gavazov and Geoffrey Palmer. 

It is hoped that this will become an annual event, following on from last year’s grand finals where former 

referees and/or Life Members were invited to present the Referee Trophies to the referees on behalf of the 

rugby community and the referees association. 

Left to Right: James Smith, Brendan McCormick, Peter Janssens, Peter Lawler, Michael Cleary, Brett Bowden, 

Paul Scholtens, Peter McPhillips, Michael Dowsett, Ian Schubert, Alan Casey, John Cunningham 
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The Juniors Training Academy: Griffith Oval, Tuesdays, 4- 5 pm, conducted by our Referee 

Coach Annie Dickeson (all Junior referees are invited, no matter what their experience level is). 

The Academy will continue until the end of the ACTJRU season.  

 

Fitness Training  
Trainer: Steven Koh (a member of the Senior A panel referees) 

Where:   Brumbies HQ.  All members are encouraged to attend. 

When:  Tuesday and Thursday evenings 6 – 7pm 

Equipment:  football boots and water bottle 

 

Coaching and Grading Committee  
Our final Development Night for the season, focusing on Assistant Refereeing, was held on 

Tuesday 6th 2024 at the Brumbies HQ. Thank you to the presenters and those who attended on 

the night. The power point and accompanying presentation may be found on the ACTRRA 

website. All those who could not attend and may have roles to play in the coming finals series are 

encouraged to view the material and seek answers to their queries that may arise prior to their 

appointments. Also look at the following link for further clarification: 

 https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/law/18 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4oKK99SnQQ 

 

Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration 

Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/ 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 

  

Quiz 

 
1. On the bell the Red team defending their own try line is awarded a penalty for offside by the Blue 

team. The captain takes a quick tap and kicks in the direction of the ball deadline. However, as it 

crosses the dead ball line a gust of wind catches the ball and blows back into the in-goal area where 

a Blue player catches it and grounds the ball over the try line.  Your decision? 

 

2. A penalty is awarded to the Blue team within kicking distance from a Red infringement. The Blue 

captain never indicates they are taking a kick at goal, he then walks to the mark with the ball and 

places it on the ground. The Red team readies itself for the attempted kick at goal when the Blue 

player picks the ball up and immediately kicks it across field where it is caught by another Blue 

player advancing from an onside position who then grounds it over the try line. Your decision? 

 

3. The ball is kicked downfield by Blue. A Red standing with one foot either side of the side-line 

catches it before it has crossed the plane of touch. Your decision? 

 

4. What is your decision in the following cases Penalty Kick, Free Kick, Scrum or play away? 

i) A player, obstructs an opponent who is jumping for the ball  

ii) A player places a hand on the shoulder of an opponent to use him as a support when 

jumping for the ball 

iii) Players from Blue close the gap in a line out before the ball is thrown 

iv) A player in the line out crosses the 15-metre line before the line out has ended and the 

ball is not thrown beyond that line and the player does not retire back 10 metres. 

v) A player jumps, and it supported before the ball has been thrown in 

 

 

https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/law/18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4oKK99SnQQ
https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/
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5. Is this a try? Player is outside the field of play, the ball in stationery in the in-goal area and this 

player grounds it. 

 

 
 

6. In the following scenarios is the ball in touch? 

 

a. The ball reaches the plane of touch but is caught, knocked or kicked by a player who is in the 
playing area. 
 

b. A player jumps, from within or outside the playing area, and catches the ball, and then lands in 
the playing area, regardless of whether the ball reached the plane of touch. 

 
c. A player jumps from the playing area and knocks (or catches and releases) the ball back into the 

playing area, before landing in touch or touch-in-goal, regardless of whether the ball reached the 
plane of touch. 

 
d. A player, who is in touch, kicks or knocks the ball, but does not hold it, provided it has not 

reached the plane of touch. 


