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ACT Rugby Referees Association 

July 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for July 2024.  

Save the date:    

Development Night (Finals Preparations) 

ACTRRA is planning a Development Night on Tuesday 6th August at 7.30 pm at the Brumbies 
HQ. 
Dinner will be provided. 
 
The topics will be "Road to the Finals/AR responsibilities". 
 
All referees (Junior & Senior) are strongly encouraged to attend 
 

Finals 

 Semi finals Preliminary finals Grand finals 
Canberra Suburban Cup    27 July 3 August 10 August 

Women’s 10s 24 August 31 August 7 September 

Premier 1, 2, Colts, Women’s 
15s, 3rd grade, 4th grade 

17th / 18th August 24 August 31 August 

Sth Coast Monaro 24th August 31st August 7 September 

Juniors 31st August  7/8 September 

 

President’s Message 

With the school holiday break and a bye round across seniors, July has seen a reduction in 

demand for referees and the Executive hope many of you, in particular our junior referees, have 

enjoyed the holiday break and being away from the paddock, whether as a player and/or match 

official. I trust you will be raring to go to get back out there and finish the season strongly. For 

those who have kept up the whistle, coaching, appointing or administrating over this period, thanks 

again for your contribution and professionalism. NAIDOC week presented another special First 

Nations Round for ACTRRA to also celebrate the histories, cultures and achievements of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander through our jersey and socks.  Great to see many of our 

newer members from last year being able to don the jersey for the first time as part of our Teams 

of 3, Check out the pics below (thanks to Jayzie Photography). 

The remainder of the month will unlock the glidepath to semi-finals for Clubs and ACTRRA 

bringing with it the excitement and anticipation of finals rugby.  Prior to this, however, we look 

forward to a couple of select exchange opportunities in the senior and junior spaces between 

ACTRRA and our neighbouring Illawarra RRA and Victoria RRA for the 20 and 27 July Rounds, 

and also Western Australia RRA for the 3 Aug Round.  The benefits of these exchanges can be 

profound, also harnessing camaraderie amongst our fellow brethren of MOs across the broader 

spectrum. Although happening relatively late in the season, they take plenty of behind the scenes 

work to arrange and we look forward to springing off this momentum much earlier in 2025.  The 

exchanges reflect a direct outcome of ACTRRA’s Recruiting and Retention Plan to reinvigorate 
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such opportunities and explore new ones.  All the best to our referees selected and we look 

forward to extending our warm hospitality to our visiting referees - stay tuned for more information 

on this.  

It’s now only a few weeks away until we celebrate our inaugural ACTRRA Life Member’s (LMs) 

Round on 3 August. As foreshadowed as a ‘save the date’ across our earlier newsletters, we very 

much look forward to hosting our LMs at the JID Cup 1st Grade fixture at ANU North Oval, 

followed by a dinner at The RUC in Turner. This presents an opportunity for us to recognise the 

incredible past and ongoing contribution of our LMs to our Association and ACT and sNSW rugby. 

The Executive, with the support of our A-panel members, will host our LMs for the dinner, however 

the evening is open to all members should they wish to attend and enjoy what should be a great 

social gathering.  I encourage as many of us as possible to come along either for a drink or a 

meal. See the attached general invitation. 

Finally, in order to improve our efficiency and effectiveness across our internal Red Card Report 

management (seniors and juniors) we sought expressions of interest from members who may wish 

to assist our Chair Coaching, Grading and Appointments Committee with this. The Executive is 

pleased to announce that Dennis Beissner has been appointed to this new role of RC Reviewing 

Officer with Nye Konig being an alternate resource if required. We thank them both for 

volunteering their time and experience.  I ask all members to be responsive to any requests or 

guidance from Dennis in this regard.  

Best, Nick  

 

What’s happening in your Association? 

Victorian Rugby Referees Association Exchange 19-21  July.  Two of ACTRRAs younger 

members will travel to Melbourne to broaden their experience and development and further build 

ties with VRRA. Unfortunately, due to the paucity of referees in Melbourne, VRRA are unable to 

reciprocate the exchange. ACTRRA is receiving financial support from Rugby Australia for this 

opportunity under the RA MO Retention 2024 Transition Program.  

Illawarra Rugby Referees Association Exchange 27 July.  We will be sending a B-Panel senior 

referee + 1 to Bowral, NSW and receiving an equivalent level match official for this round.  We will 

also extend some hospitality post-game.  ACTRRA has some strong linkages with Illawarra with 

Harry Fenton (Shute Shield and Super Rugby Women) originally from Illawarra before ACTRRA 

contributed greatly to his development before enabling him to pursue his goals in Sydney. 

Western Australia (Perth) Rugby Union Referees Association 27 July and 3 August.  

ACTRRA will leverage one of our B-panel referees who will be in Perth for work commitments for 

their 27 July appointments. We are in a position to receive two of their members to augment gaps 

in appointments on 3 Aug.  Chair CGAC is managing this closely so it won’t impact any of our 
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members' semi-final competitiveness or preparations. We are also exploring the viability of 

sending another referee to WA in August ahead of semi-finals.  

Inaugural Life Member Round and Function Sat 3 Aug  As per the President’s comments 

above, the Life Members Round function at The RUC in Turner, will commence at 6:30pm (A-

panel only from 6pm).  Dress is smart casual. It is a ‘pay as you go’ function.  First refreshment is 

complementary and there will be some great door prizes to be won. Come along and join in the 

social occasion and meet fellow referees and our LMs to share stories and aspirations. 

Development Nights.  

Tuesday 6th August at 7.30 pm at the Brumbies HQ. 
The topics will be "Road to the Finals/AR responsibilities". 
All referees (Junior & Senior) are strongly encouraged to attend 
 

The Juniors Training Academy: Griffith Oval, Tuesdays, 4- 5 pm, conducted by our Referee 

Coach Annie Dickeson (all Junior referees are invited, no matter what their experience level is). 

The Academy will continue until the end of the ACTJRU season.  

 

Fitness Training  

Trainer: Steven Koh (a member of the Senior A panel referees) 

Where:   Brumbies HQ.  All members are encouraged to attend. 

When:  Tuesday and Thursday evenings 6 – 7pm 

Equipment:  football boots and water bottle 

 

 

Coaching and Grading Committee  
Tackle Height  
As everyone is aware the changes to the tackle height management was our biggest change 
leading into the 2024 season, and the adjustment from both the players and referees has been 
really good. It is important to continue our good start by continuing to manage the tackle height in 
line with the GMGs. I know it feels tough on the players, but there has been good compliance, and 
we need to keep up our focus to ensure continued good compliance leading into finals. 
 
It's important for the game that we get consistency. 
 
As a reminder, in relation to escalation of repeated tackle height infringements, we are still 
allowing a little more leniency when compared to other repeat penalty Infringements. This is a 
guideline only, as different game circumstances may affect the application. 
 
After 3 penalties against one team for tackle height repeat infringements, you should be looking to 
informally warn the offending team. At the 4th you should be looking to give the offending team a 
formal yellow card warning and by the 5th penalty you should be looking to yellow card the player 
for repeated team infringements. After a period of compliance, the offending team can be warned 
again, prior to considering a yellow card. The period of compliance is dependent on the game 
level, but at the Premiere senior club level, this should be around 15-20 minutes. 
 
Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions 
 
Thanks 
Sarah Corrigan 
ACTRRA Chair of Coaching, Grading & Appointments Committee 
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Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration 

Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/ 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 

 

  

Quiz 

1. A Red player catches the ball directly from the kick off outside his 22 and passes it to 

another Red player standing inside his 22 area who then kicks the ball. A Blue player 

charges the kicker and the ball comes off this Blue player and goes directly into touch on 

the defending 10 metre line.  Your decision? 

 

2. The ball is knocked on by an attacking Red player 5 metres from their try line and 15 

metres in from touch. The scrum feed is awarded to Blue. Immediately after the ball has 

been fed into the scrum the Red Number 8 detaches himself from the scrum and moves to 

a position on the open side of the scrum in line with his lock’s feet. The scrum is won by 

Blue and the half back is immediately tackled by the Red Number 8. Your decision? 

 

3. From a Red kick off the ball is caught on the full by a Blue player standing just outside the 

22 and claims a Mark. All players around him stop except for a Red player who tackles the 

Blue player, from an onside position, then he gathers the split ball and proceeds to run 

downfield. Your decision? 

 

4. At the toss the Red captain, on winning the toss, says he will run into the wind and kick off. 

Your decision? 

 

5. During the game there have been a number of high tackles by Red in quick succession. 

The Referee speaks to the captain advising him that the team is now at risk of losing a 

player should this trend continue. Play continues for another 20 minutes and a Blue player 

is tackled above the sternum. Your decision?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/

