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ACT Rugby Referees Association 

June 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for June 2024.  

Save the date:   We encourage all our members to support the following activities.  

First Nations Round 13 July 

3rd August Heritage / ACTRRA Life Members Round   

President’s Message 

As June draws to a close, we are effectively half-way through the community rugby season and likely to see a shift in 
mindset by Clubs and teams as they shape towards finals. Beyond the commitment of all our members on and off 
the field over the month, it’s been another busy and rewarding period for ACTRRA with several of our referees 
travelling abroad to support the NSW Junior State Championships over the Regent’s Birthday long-weekend. By all 
reports a most enjoyable and rewarding experience for all, with our referees performing extremely well amidst the 
MOs from other Associations. A tremendous development opportunity - well done team for committing your time 
over a bye weekend - see the short write up below. 
With the Super Rugby Pacific and Super W competitions drawn to a close, the Executive would like to recognise and 
thank all those members who fulfilled a wide range of appointments and roles in support of Rugby Australia to 
ensure it was a success. From our AR 3 / 4 / 6s to Match Official Liaison Officers, TMOs and Timekeepers, your 
commitment of time and energies more often behind the scenes, in support of the RA appointed To3, has been 
outstanding. I am confident that the reputation of ACTRRA has once again been enhanced through your efforts - 
thank you. Last Saturday (29th), Nathan Mass (A-Panel) was afforded a tremendous opportunity to support the 
Wallaroos Test campaign by officiating the Wallaroos ‘Possible v Probables’ internal training session fixture in 
Canberra - well done Nathan. 
If you weren’t able to attend the Scrum development session delivered by Shaun Rigby (A-Panel) and Matt Hogan 
(MOD) on 4th June, then be sure to view the package via our website. It is highly recommended for junior and senior 
referees. It was an extremely informative session by two of our most experienced MOs and former scrum masters ! 
Thanks fellas for making the time. 
Having recently enjoyed officiating some of the regional fixtures, I would like to give a shout out to all our members 
who have been hitting the highways to our regional centres, such as Taralga, Batemans Bay. Braidwood, 
Bungendore, Cooma, Goulburn, Yass and Jindabyne. Whilst we haven’t been able to appoint to all fixtures all the 
time, the positive impact we can have on this special element of rugby - country rugby - can be profound. Along with 
the travel, at times comes some challenging fixtures in terms of player ill-discipline / misguided ), but can I say, the 
feedback I have received from around these grounds in terms of ACTRRAs contribution has been extremely positive. 
All the Clubs have been going to great lengths to recognise our contribution in the true spirit of country rugby and 
their appreciation for our commitment. Thanks again to all those who have contributed to this and let’s continue to 
work hard with managing our connection into the wider region where we can, both junior and senior.. Reminder 
that members are entitled to claim travel allowances based on certain criteria as outlined at our website. If you have 
any questions on this, please contact Peter Langford at actrra.treasurer@gamil.com. 
Finally, the Executive have been working with our neighbouring Illawarra Rugby Referees Association and have 
agreed on a reciprocal exchange in the senior space for the 27th of July Round. This represents a great opportunity 
to 
rekindle past relationships and look to routinely identify exchange opportunities in the future aimed at broadening 
member experiences and development. Chair CGAC and our Senior Appointments officer will be looking at suitable 
candidates. Furthermore, the Executive have been in dialogue with Victoria Rugby Referees Assn and Western 
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Australia RRA to explore what may be in the ‘art of the possible’ that would bring mutual benefit to member 
development. 
 
Best, Nick 

 

What’s happening in your Association? 

Social events: The recently conducted social get together at the RUC was a great success and future opportunities 

are planned in the future, watch this space for more details. 

 

 

 

A book of the history of our association (1938-2001) written by our previous patron, Peter 

Lawler, has been posted on our website. Our thanks to Peter Lawler for sharing this 

important document of our history. 

To read it, follow this link 

http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/they_blew_it__colour_.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Fitness Training  

Trainer: Steven Koh  (a member of the Senior A panel referees) 

Where:   Brumbies HQ.  All members are encouraged to attend. 

When:  Tuesday and Thursday evenings 6 – 7pm 

Equipment:  football boots and water bottle 

 

The Juniors Training Academy: Griffith Oval, Tuesdays, 4- 5 pm, conducted by our Referee Coach Annie Dickeson (all 

Junior referees are invited, no matter what their experience level is). 

 

 

Rugby Australia Three Strikes Policy 
 

For the ACT senior community rugby competition commences 1 July. 

Designed to deter and eliminate poor and abusive behaviour by making Clubs accountable for their participants 

behaviour by imposing incremental strikes and penalties on Clubs. This does not change in any way how we go about 

our refereeing and reporting. 

 

 

Sole – X Cup 

 
This  Women’s Premier 15s trophy to be contested by teams competing in that particular competition. This  will have 
a similar concept to the successful Bob Hitchcock Territory Shield in that the Sole-X Cup will be challenged for 
whenever the holders are playing at home (excluding finals). 
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The holders at the end of the regular season will be engraved on the Cup and formally presented with the trophy 
and a cheque for $500 dollars (courtesy of The Podiatry Professionals) the owners of Sole-X at the end of the season 
awards. 
 
  

  

Report from Championships 
 
Congratulations to the following referees on their efforts at the recent championships conducted over the long 
weekend. 

 
 
U18s Championships  
Ethan 3rd Place State Boys final and Country Boys Championship final  
Josh 5th Place State Boys final 
Riley 5th Place State Girls final  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
U15s 
Harrison 3rd Place State Boys final and award for the most improved referee of the 
tournament.  
Max 7th Place Boys final 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These are outstanding achievements for our first year of involvement and noting not every referee gets a final and 
all our ACTRRA representatives did.  
 
We will be invited back next year and have also been offered some places for our 14–16 year-old referees in August. 
 
 

Kit 

 
If you are a Level 1 referee or above and have not yet received your kit, please contact Ivan Gavazov 

(actrra.secretary@gmail.com) to arrange collection.  The NAIDOC jersey or pink jersey is to be worn ONLY where 

there is a CLASH with our yellow referee’s strip. 

If you are new to ACTRRA, including being new to refereeing and do not have a kit, please contact Ivan at above 

email address. 
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Coaching and Grading Committee  

 
The Committee is in the process of reviewing the gradings in both the senior and junior panels. These will become 

available on the ACTRRA website by the 26 June 2024.   

 

A Scrum presentation will be held on  Thursday 13th June 7:30pm at the Brumbies HQ.  This will be conducted by 

Matt Hogan and Shaun Rigby. This will be recorded and placed on the ACTRRA website shortly after its conclusion. 

All referees are encouraged to attend this seminar and/or review the video. 

 

Tackle Height 
As everyone is aware the changes to the tackle height management was our biggest change leading into the 2024 
season, and the adjustment from both the players and referees has been really good. It is important to continue our 
good start by continuing to manage the tackle height in line with the GMGs. I know it feels tough on the players, but 
there has been good compliance, and we need to keep up our focus to ensure continued good compliance leading 
into finals. 
 
It's important for the game that we get consistency. 
 
As a reminder, in relation to escalation of repeated tackle height infringements, we are still allowing a little more 
leniency when compared to other repeat penalty Infringements. This is a guideline only, as different game 
circumstances may affect the application. 
 
After 3 penalties against one team for tackle height repeat infringements, you should be looking to informally warn 
the offending team. At the 4th you should be looking to give the offending team a formal yellow card warning and by 
the 5th penalty you should be looking to yellow card the player for repeated team infringements. After a period of 
compliance, the offending team can be warned again, prior to considering a yellow card. The period of compliance is 
dependent on the game level, but at the Premiere senior club level, this should be around 15-20 minutes. 
 
Please don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions 
 
Thanks 
Sarah Corrigan 
ACTRRA Chair of Coaching, Grading & Appointments Committee 
 

 

Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration 

Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/ 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 
 

  

Quiz 
1. Red kick the ball into Blue’s 22 where it is caught by a Blue player who immediately runs down field to be 

legally tackled by Red. A ruck ensues and the tackler releases the Blue player and rolls away from the ruck in 

an eastly direction. A Red player attempts to jackal the ball placing both hands on the ground in front of the 

ball and makes a sweeping action securing the ball and passing it to a support player who then kicks the ball 

out. Your decision? 

 

https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/
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2. A Blue player knocks the ball on in general play and a Red player recovers the ball 5 metres in front of where 

the knock on occurred and is immediately tackled by a Blue player beside the Red player who recovered the 

ball. Your decision? 

 

3. A Blue player kicks the ball downfield and a Red player standing outside the field of play catches it and 

immediately runs to the sideline and throws it into the field of play towards his own dead ball line. This Red 

player catches the ball inside the 5-metre line and kicks the ball into touch 30 metres down field.  Your 

decision? 

 

4. A scrum is set on the 5-metre line attacking team feed (Red). The scrum is square and steady, the ball is fed  

and Blue tight head’s knee comes in contact with the ground resulting in the scrum going to ground. The ball 

immediately becomes available to Blue who successfully clear the ball. Your decision? 

 

5. The ball is kicked into touch by Red. Red line up in readiness for the ball to be thrown in by Blue. The Blue 

players, who are to contest the lineout, conduct a “meeting” 3 metres away from the line of touch. A Blue 

player standing in readiness to throw the ball in does so as the players reach the line of touch. They do not 

stand in readiness for the ball to be thrown in. The lineout is won by Blue. Your decision? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


