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ACT Rugby Referees Association 

March 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for March 2024.  

Save the date:   We encourage our junior referees to support the following activities. Pls ensure your availability 

is known to our junior appointer,  Jim Phillips via Rx or actrra.juniors@gmail.com 

● Vikings Juniors Gala Carnival  (15 aside) - Sat 6th & Sun 7th April  

● Grammar School Fete 7s (7 aside) - Sat 6th April  

President’s Message 

Happy Easter to all and a special welcome to our new members.   

A strong turnout for our Preseason Seminar and GMGs was pleasing and bodes well for an exciting start to the 

season. If you were unable to make it, be sure to visit our website and view the presentation to ensure you are 

across the details. 

It’s been uplifting to see so many of our members contributing to a raft of preseason activities, RA appointments and 

Super Rugby fixtures over recent months, including: ACTJRU  Summer 7s series; South Coast Junior 7s; senior and 

junior community club trials locally and regionally; RA appointments for representative and Brumbies Academy 

fixtures, and fulfilling key MO appointments for Brums Super Rugby Men’s and Women’s home fixtures.  

Additionally, can I thank those who have given their time to plan and help deliver a number of Referee Ready 

Courses and Brumbies Coaching Courses.  

I have received positive feedback from clubs on our senior club preseason engagement for 2024 as we work towards 

championing our positive profile as MOs across our community and affording our perspectives to club coaches and 

players around GMGs etc. The engagement plan is being managed by Chair CGAC, aligning A and B panel refs with 

club training sessions. More to follow.  

I ask everyone to be prepared for season kick off next month / juniors in May  - visit your association website for all 

the material, guidance and links you need.  www.actrra.org.au 

Look out for each other.  

Best, Nick  

What’s happening in your Association? 

● Mandatory online session - Season Ready 2024 is now available for your completion on Rugby Xplorer under 

“Learning Centre>Browse Learning” menu.   

● 2024 JID Cup Season Launch Friday 5 April - Brumbies HQ.   

● Round 1 JID Cup Saturday 6 April. 

● F2F Referee Ready Course Sun 7 April 1:30-4:30pm.  We are looking for volunteers to assist our Educators to 

deliver. Contact our Secretary if you are interested. 

● Junior Referee Academy training sessions - commence Tues 2 April, Griffith Oval 3:45 - 5:00pm. Open to all 

our junior referees (<18 years old) and new 2024 Ref Ready graduates. 

http://www.actrra.org.au/
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● Armidale School Rugby Carnival on 13/14 April 2024-Our Head of the Education & Training Subcommittee, 

Annie Dickeson, is taking three of our young referees to the Armidale Carnival.  The tournament provides a 

great opportunity to develop their refereeing skills in a competitive environment. 

● ACTJRU Round 1 Sat 4th May (no matches on Reconciliation Day and King’s Birthday) 

Training  - ‘Come one, Come all’...training has shifted to RMC Duntroon ovals until further 

notice   

Trainer: Steven Koh  a member of the Senior A panel referees  

Where:   RMC Duntroon.  All members are encouraged to attend. 

When:  Tuesday and Thursday evenings 18:00 – 19:00 

Equipment:  football boots and water bottle 

 

 

 

 

Kit 
If you are a Level 1 referee or above and have not yet received your kit, please contact Ivan Gavazov 

(actrra.secretary@gmail.com) to arrange collection.  The NAIDOC jersey or pink jersey is to be worn ONLY where 

there is a CLASH with our yellow referee’s strip. 

If you are new to ACTRRA, including being new to refereeing and do not have a kit, please contact Ivan at above 

email address. 

 

Ulladulla Carnival 

 
The annual junior 7s carnival “South Coast 7s” at Ulladulla was a good opportunity for several of our 

referees to have their first runs of the new season while implementing the new tackle law change. 

A special mention to our young referee Callum Hanlon who excelled at the SC7s and was voted as a 

“Referee of the Tournament” by his referee peers.    

The trip to the coast also provided a good team-bonding opportunity. 

 

Recruitment 
During the coming weeks or months someone will talk to you about becoming a referee direct them to the website 

(ACTRRA.org.au) and / or have them email the secretary (actrra.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them 

and link them to the appropriate person/s, training links or just to chat about the process and expectations. 

 

 

 

Quiz 
February quiz questions 

1. Red player carrying the ball where the player is brought to ground and held by a Blue player. The Red player 

breaks the tackle while still in possession of the ball and propels himself the remaining 5 metres to the try 

line and grounds the ball over the line.  Your decision? 

2. The Blue player carrying the ball is tackled by Red on their defensive 22m line and the tackle is completed. 

Contact is made around the shoulder area; no head or neck contact is involved. The arms were locked 

around the ball carrier. The ball carrier does not lower their height prior to impact. Your decision? 
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3. The ball is propelled forward off the hands of a Blue player 3 metres from the sideline on the half-way line 

and is regained by a Red player who is immediately tackled around the legs. A ruck is formed, and the ball is 

subsequently deemed unplayable by the referee. Your decision? 

4. A Red player is legally tackled by Blue. The tackler regains his feet and attempts to jackal the ball. What 

aspects do you need to consider in making your decision from. 

a. The tackled player’s actions. 

b. The tackler’s actions. 

5. A Red player, in the field of play, kicks the ball down field and it is caught by the Blue player on the 10 metre 

line. Red players continue to advance towards the Blue player with the ball. Red players standing 5 metres 

away from where the ball is caught immediately raise their hands and do not move. A Red player, from an 

onside position, follows the kick and tackles the Blue player with the ball. Your decision? 

Answers to February’s quiz above 

1. Penalty to Blue at the mark where the tackle was made. The Red player is required to release the ball 

and regather it as the player is Tackled and must exercise their options 

2. PK high tackle on the 22. 

3. Scrum to Red for the knock on 5metre line  

4. a) The tackled player may pass the ball, make it available to a support player, roll it towards his team, 

or place it immediately.  

b) the tackler must attempt the jackal  through the gate on his side of the breakdown before a ruck is 

formed. He must support his own weight ie his hands/arms must not come in contact with the ground 

beyond the ball or rest on the tackled player prior to making  contact with the ball. 

5. Penalty to Blue option PK or Scrum players within 5 metres of where the ball is caught must retire 

outside the 10 metre area surrounding the opposition player receiving the ball.   
 

World Rugby Law Exam 

 
To test your knowledge of the Laws of Rugby please do the self-check multiple-choice exam that is available on the 

official Laws of the Game website via the link below , for WR registered users. 
Registration is free and takes only a few minutes. 

https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 
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