ACT Rugby Referees Association
February 2025 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for February 2025.

Save the date:

Preseason seminar and Game Management Guidelines (GMG) will be held on Sunday 2 March at
Brumbies HQ at 8.30 am

Please note this year attendance at the GMGs (which will be part of the preseason seminar program) will
negate the requirement to complete Season Ready.

Round 1 Seniors 12 April 2025 grand final 30 August 2025
Ella 7s -1st March

Junior Summer 7s (Scheduled for February 14 — March 14) These games will take place at the Holt playing
fields Only referees with current Smart Rugby and current registration with ACTRA will be considered for

appointment.

South Coast 7s -22-23rd March, Ulladulla
Tuggeranong Vikings Juniors Gala Weekend Saturday/Sunday 5"-6" April, Gowrie, ACT
ADFRU Championships-Saturday 26 th April to Wednesday 2nd May

President’s Message

ACTRRA has certainly been ‘around the grounds’ this month delivering our services and support across
Brumbies Fan Day (recruiting), preseason tournaments, RA National Match Official Conference, match
official development opportunities, Will Boyle Run and the return of Super Rugby. Thank you to everyone
both behind the scenes and also as part of Teams of 3 or 6 for your support and enthusiasm so early in the
year. ACTRRA had a great turnout across juniors and seniors for Fan Day with many leads pursued for
recruits; Jacques Smith (ref), Steve Koh (ref), Nathan Mass (MOD) and Annie Dickeson (MOD) carved up
Kiama 7s; Junior Summer 7s kicked-off at Holt each Friday evening with a solid turnout of junior and senior
referees (but we still encourage more volunteers over coming weeks); and a solid range of RA
appointments across preseason fixtures (Ethan Gumbrell, Ben Reedy, Harry Linton) along with Ben Nelson
(AR4), Nick Stoker (AR5), Ben Reedy (Timer) and Damien McLachlan (Assistant TMO) slotting in for
Brumbies v Force. A shout out to Kevin Cullen as MO Liaison Officer (MOLO) who did a mounted of work
and coordination across multiple RA appointed fixtures over the past week. If was an outstanding ‘behind
the scenes’ contribution by Kev that made those fixtures run smoothly. Furthermore, Matt Hogan and Annie
Dickeson represented ACTRRA in Sydney for the National Conference and achieved a great deal to
feedback and shape our 2025 season. A great contribution all round.

Come one, come all for this Sunday’s Preseason seminar. We are most fortunate to have RA - Mitch
DeLorenzo attending and to support the delivery of the 2025 Game Management Guidelines. In conjunction
with Brumbies Rugby we have also invited Club Coaches to attend the GMGs. It really is an important
activity on our calendar to prepare for the season ahead, ask questions and meet new members. Straight
after this we are delivering the second Referee Ready course, with a pleasing response to our calls for
member support to deliver upcoming courses - thanks.
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Nick
What’s happening in your Association?

e Now is the time, if you have not completed the process already, to register for the 2025 season.
e GMGs for 2025 details are now available on the RA website link

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws

e Season Ready will be available on Rugby Xplorer under “Learning Centre>Browse Learning” menu,
date to be confirmed.
e ACTJRU Summer 7’s competition Friday evenings at Holt playing fields
e Referee Ready courses for 2025 are as follows;
Sunday 2nd March 2-5 pm at the Brumbies HQ, University of Canberra
Wednesday 19th March at 6 pm via Zoom &
Saturday 29th of March 1-4 pm at the Brumbies HQ, University of Canberra
If interested to referee, please enrol via the Learning Centre in the Rugby Xplorer, select "Match
Official", select "Referee-Game Facilitator" and then click to enrol on the calendar by choosing the
event you wish to attend.
e March 2024-Seniors trials TBA
e Smart Rugby details to follow.
e ACTJRU Rd 1 scheduled to commence 3rd May (ho matches on Reconciliation Day and King's
Birthday)

Recruitment
owaL was 4 seeuant o 1T YOU know someone that would like to become a referee, please direct them to
iNTL EMRT IS KeE. ACTRRA’s website (ACTRRA.org.au) and/or have them email the secretary

AND WHEN ‘IS EYESIGHT

i s (ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them and link them to the
REF appropriate person/s or training or just chat with them about the process and

expectations.

Sponsors

Canberra|Consulting
I



https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws
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Patron: Brendan McCormick Brian Heaney

Executive Committee:

President Nick Stoker On field Kit manager: Clair Greenwood
Vice-President John Cunningham
Secretary Ivan Gavazov Education and training: Anne Dickeson
Asst Secretary Damien McGrath Mitchell Egan
Treasurer Peter Langford

Social committee: Ethan Gumbrell,
Coaching and Grading Committee: Riley Byrne & Steven

Patridge

Chair Sarah Corrigan
Senior Appointments Matt Hogan Equipment Officers: Damian Mclachlan
Senior Appointments Karl Hamlyn
Junior Appointments David Murphy Website administrator: Ivan Gavazov
Shadow Jr appointments Steven Partridge
Sn & Jr Coaching Appointments Damian McLachlan Newsletter editor: Peter Langford
Welfare Officer: John Cunningham Fitness trainer Ethan Gumbrell

Will Boyle Fun run

Tuesday 18" of February marked our annual Will Boyle Run to commemorate the enduring
memory and legacy of Will and mark the traditional commencement of our preseason. It was
wonderful to have James Boyle with us again to reflect and enjoy a great afternoon on the shores
of Lake Burley Griffin. The memory of Will inspires our Association to tackle another exciting
season ahead in support of our rugby community.
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Concussion Management Procedure

Ahead of the 2025 season, Rugby Australia has updated its ‘Concussion Management Procedure’
(CMP), in consideration of the release of the Australian Sports Commission’s (ASC) ‘Australian
Concussion Guidelines for Youth and Community Sport’, and updates to World Rugby’s (WR)
‘Concussion Guidance’. Details concerning these changes may be seen via the following link

https://australia.rugby/about/codes-and-policies/safety-and-welfare/concussion-management

Fitness Training

Do not let your fitness levels disappear! Considering continuing with some light exercise together
with regular daily walks/jogging/running.

Our fitness training for 2025 season commences next Monday, the 20th of January, and then
every Monday and Wednesday (please note that there is no training on Monday 27th January).

During the summer period the sessions will take place from 6.30-7.30 pm at the Aranda District
Playing Fields, near Aranda Primary School/Greening Australia on Monday evenings and at the
Brumbies ground on Wednesday.

Bring your football boots and a drink bottle. Everyone is welcome!

This provides a great opportunity to improve your fitness levels before the season proper and to
get to know some of the members of our refereeing team.

The training will be conducted by Ethan Gumbrell, one of our elite young referees.
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Coaching and Grading Committee

Watch this space for details concerning law changes for the 2025 season and associated information.
The final Senior and Junior gradings for 2024 will be posted on the website (actrra.org.au).

Link to presentation of law variations for 2025 season https://worldrugby.app.box.com/v/2025GLTsdeck

The Game Management Guidelines (GMG’s) for 2025 have been posted to the website. Please review
these in preparation for our preseason seminar.

Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/
Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home

Kit
You may need to replace some kit due to wear and tear. If this is the case, please contact Clair Greenwood
actrrakit@gmail.com sooner than later and she may be able to issue a replacement item. Please note stock
and stock sizes are limited.
Clair is taking orders for the purchase of Caster hoodies from O’Neill’s (the closest hoodie to the
Canterbury hoodie purchased previously). These are a plain navy in colour with the Association logo on it.
There are two options available for you to purchase
1. Through O’Neill's on line store https://www.oneills.com/au_en/act-rugby-union-referees-
association-caster-hooded-top-marine.html?refSrc=716698&nosto=nosto-page-productl
at $99.99

OR

2. We can submit a bulk order (minimum of 6) at a cost $65 + GST including freight.
People interested would need to let me know what size they require based on the chest sizes
below:

XXS 34-35" 86-89 cm
XS 35-36"89-91.5 cm
S 37-38"94-96.5 cm

M 39-40" 99-101.5cm
L 41-42"104-107 cm
XL 43-44"109-112 cm
2XL 45-46" 114-117 cm
3XL 47-48"119-121 cm
4XL 49-50" 123-125 cm
5XL 51-52" 127-129 cm

Order by emailing me actrrakit@gmail.com with the quantity and sizes you want.

Payment will need to be made in advance to the following ACTRRA account:
Bank Account Name: ACT Rugby Union Referees Association

BSB: 032729

Account: 130375

Orders need to be received by Thursday 13th March (order will be placed on Friday 14th March).

We still have a few bucket hats left for purchase $26.50 each.

Rhvaor C omni
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Quiz

Go to this link and test your knowledge and understanding of the laws

https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws

For ALL other information please visit www.actrra.org.au
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