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                      ACT Rugby Referees Association 

                          March 2025 NEWSLETTER 

 

         

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for March 2025. 

Save the date:    

Round 1 Seniors 12 April 2025 grand final 30 August 2025 

Tuggeranong Vikings Juniors Gala Weekend Saturday/Sunday 5th-6th April, Gowrie, ACT 

ADFRU Championships-Saturday 26th April to Wednesday 2nd May  

 

President’s Message 

 

Firstly, welcome to any of our new members who may be reading this newsletter for the first time. 

Great to have you onboard. This month has flown by with an action-packed month of activities 

preparing for and supporting pre-season, an array of National and Super Rugby appointments. I 

am extremely proud of the contribution and commitment by our Association across so many facets 

of our voluntary roles and responsibilities, both to ourselves as individuals and also as a collective 

where we seek to inspire and motivate each other to get involved in support of our community, 

improve what we do (referee and personal development) and enjoy ourselves doing it! Thank 

you to everyone who has given their time and energy to either plan, coordinate, execute and 

support activities over the past month. 

 

 

Here are just some of the activities we have achieved: 

 

Successful Pre-season Seminar and Game Management Guidelines on 2 March. Another 

pleasing turnout where we were fortunate to also have Rugby Australia deliver the GMG 

session in-person. We also connected members via Zoom who were unable to attend in 

person. Well done to our Technical Sub-Committee (Damien McLachlan and Mat Partridge) 

for setting this up. 

 

2nd and 3rd Referee Ready Course delivered. Pleasingly we have had over 30 motivated 

participants across our F2F course on 2 March and online course 19 March. Thanks to 

everyone involved in the delivery (Nick, Annie, David, Riley, Ethan), in particular Annie who 

hosted the online course personally. We have a strong turnout expected for a follow-on 

practical session for course graduates on 30 March, as a lead-in to the Vikings Junior Gala 

Day competition (5-6 April) where we plan to see all of these new referees take to the field 

for the first time. This will certainly take some coordination and additional supervision / 

mentoring from our more experienced members. 

 

Development session for A&B Panel and JID Cup Coaches, and Development session for 

senior referees with Rugby Australia - Graham Cooper (Head of Community MOs) 
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Release of ACTRRA Coaching, Grading and Appointments Guidelines by Chair CGAC. 

Check it out via our website. 

 

Appointments across a range of local and regional senior trial games and national 

appointments (Brumbies U20s, Sideline MO appointments for SR and SR-W) 

 

Support to Brumbies South Coast 7s Tournament (U18 - U14s), Ulladulla. Tremendous 

effort by those involved (Ivan, Greg, Jack, Callum, Nick, Bethany (Illawarra) and Brendan 

(SIRRA)) across the two days and approximately 60 fixtures. The tournament is growing! 

 

4th Referee Ready course scheduled for Saturday 29 March and practical follow-on session 

30 March. 

 

 

Behind the scenes I have represented ACTRRA’s interests at the first of the season’s 

Community Rugby Committee Meeting - involving ACT & sNSWRU regions ie Southern 

Inland, JID Cup, South Coast , Monaro, and the Premier Club Presidents Meeting - 

involving JID Cup Club Presidents. A noteworthy activity planned for early April is a 

Community Rugby Stakeholder (Strategy) Workshop at Brumbies HQ on 13 April hosted by 

Brumbies Community Rugby. ACTRRA has been invited and will be in attendance. It is the 

first time since 2019 that such a workshop has been held to shape a community rugby 

rolling 3-year strategic plan. 

 

 

Assistance needed: with so many Referee Ready graduates signed up for the practical 

session on 30 March as a lead into the Vikings Junior Gala Day, we will be seeking support 

from experienced members to help our Coaches mentor and guide our new referees from 

the sidelines on 5th and 6th April. Your assistance for an hour or so would be invaluable. Stay 

tuned for email request from either Davd Murphy (Junior Appointer) or Ivan as Secretary. 

Finally, with Round 1 of the senior competition kicking off early next month along with a raft 

of junior pre-season tournaments, it’s important we are all registered and current to 

commence refereeing and have made payment system choices to make for a smooth start 

to the season. The Exec committee wish you all the best. Stay tuned for ACTRRA’s social 

program to be released shortly which will outline some activities ahead to look forward to. 

 

 

 

Best, 

Nick 
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What’s happening in your Association? 

● Now is the time, if you have not completed the process already, to register for the 2025 

season. 

● GMGs for 2025 details are now  available on the RA website link  

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws 

● Season Ready will be available on Rugby Xplorer under “Learning Centre>Browse 

Learning” menu 

● Referee Ready courses for 2025 are as follows: 

Saturday 29th of March 1-4 pm at the Brumbies HQ, University of Canberra 

If interested to referee, please enrol via the Learning Centre in the Rugby Xplorer, select 

"Match Official", select "Referee-Game Facilitator" and then click to enrol on the calendar 

by choosing the event you wish to attend. 

● March 2025-Seniors trials – see listing of games on the last page of this Newsletter   

● Smart Rugby go to Rugby Xplorer learning Centre for details.  

https://australia.rugby/participate/referee/laws
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● ACTJRU Rd 1 scheduled to commence 3rd May (no matches on Reconciliation Day and 

King’s Birthday) 

 
 

Recruitment 
If you know someone that would like to become a referee, please direct them to 

ACTRRA’s website (ACTRRA.org.au) and/or have them email the secretary 

(ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com) so that we can contact them and link them to 

the appropriate person/s or training or just chat with them about the process 

and expectations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

National Community Match Official Webinar Series 

Rugby Australia (RA) are excited to announce the dates for the National Community Match Official 

Webinar Series. This series will take place throughout 2025 and is designed for all members of the 

rugby community. Their goal is to provide valuable educational resources for match officials, 

coaches, and other key stakeholders, focusing on essential aspects of the game.  

  

Below are the scheduled webinars along with our guest presenters: 

  

• Tuesday, April 8th : Assistant Refereeing/To3 - Reuben Keane & Tyler Miller 

• Tuesday, May 13th: Contextual Refereeing - Angus Gardner 

• Tuesday, June 10th: Refereeing the Set Piece - Jordan Way & Sarah Porter 

• Tuesday, July 8th: Dealing with Pressure/High Impact Decisions - Nic Berry & Ella 

Goldsmith 

  

You can register for the webinars through the Learning Centre. Simply navigate to the Training 

Event page or the Training Library page (under Referee - Community). Please make sure to 

remove any filters in the search bar to ensure the events appear. 

  

All webinars will be recorded and made available in the Learning Centre after the sessions, along 

with supplementary materials to those that register for the webinars. 

 
These will also be incorporated as part of ACTRRA regular Development activities where local 

aspects of our game will be addressed during the season. 

 

Fitness Training  
Do not let your fitness levels disappear! Considering continuing with some light exercise together 

with regular daily walks/jogging/running. 

 

Training sessions will take place from 6.00-7.00 pm at the Aranda District Playing Fields, near 
Aranda Primary School/Greening Australia on Monday evenings and at the Brumbies ground on 
Wednesday commencing at 6:30pm until further notice. 

mailto:ACTRRA.secretary@gmail.com
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Bring your football boots and a drink bottle.  Everyone is welcome! 
This provides a great opportunity to improve your fitness levels before the season proper and to 
get to know some of the members of our refereeing team. 
The training will be conducted by Ethan Gumbrell, one of our senior referees. 

 

Coaching and Grading Committee  
Watch this space for details concerning law changes for the 2025 season and associated information. 

The final Senior and Junior gradings for 2024 have been posted on the website (actrra.org.au). 

 

 For the 2025 Senior Rugby Rules of Competition, click on  

 http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_snr_rugby_rules_of_competition_01.pdf 

 

For the 2025 Premier Rugby Rules of Competition, click on 

 http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_premier_rugby_rules_of_competition_01__

2_.pdf 

 

Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home 

 

Kit 
For all matters pertaining to kit contact Clair Greenwood actrrakit@gmail.com. 

 

Please complete the kit survey form that will be issued soon as it helps to inform the Executive on your 

views concerning the present and future kit requisites. 

.  

Quiz 
1. At the restart after a successful conversion attempt, Team A drop kick the ball and it travels 9 

metres towards Team B’s goal line before it is recovered by a Team B player who is immediately 

tackled and the resultant ruck is deemed unplayable by the match official. 

 

2. During an U/15 game, a player from Team A is running down the field and is brought to ground by a 

swinging arm tackle which makes contact above the sternum just as he is releasing the ball to one 

of his team mates in support who continues to run downfield towards the try line. This player is 

legally tackled into touch by a Team B player 10 metres downfield. 

 

3. A senior lineout is formed on the 10 metre line and the ball is thrown in by Team A. The ball is not 

straight passing along their players outside arm and Team b’s players in the lineout jump for the 

ball independently. The lineout is subsequently won by Team A. 

 

4. A Team A player is legally tackled by a Team B in the field of play. A player from Team A 

immediately over the ball attempts to recover the ball before a ruck is formed and a Team B play in 

attempting to clean the player off the ball grabs the Team A player around the waist and shoulder 

and rolls the player off the ball with the Team B player landing on Team A’s lower limb. The ball is 

spilled and recovered by Team B who clear the ball. 

 

5. In general play a kicking duel ensues and players from the Team B in front of the kicker but outside 

of the area 10 metres from where the ball alights remain stationery and the kicker runs down field. 

Team A recovers the ball and runs 5 metres and passes the ball to a supporting player who is 

tackled by a Team B player who has remined stationery in the field of play  throughout the kicking 

exchange. 

http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_snr_rugby_rules_of_competition_01.pdf
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_premier_rugby_rules_of_competition_01__2_.pdf
http://www.actrra.org.au/uploads/4/2/8/6/42865091/final_2025_premier_rugby_rules_of_competition_01__2_.pdf
https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home
mailto:actrrakit@gmail.com
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You are encouraged to also to  go to this link and test your knowledge and understanding of the 

laws  

 

https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws 

 

For ALL other information please visit www.actrra.org.au 

 

Schedule of games at time of printing for 29 March 2025 

 

Date & Time   ▼ 
 

Competition Venue Status Home Team Away Team 

29/03/2025 10:00 ACT Vets Portsea Oval Fixture ACT Veterans . Fools Day Festival . 

29/03/2025 10:50 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Campese Field: 
Taylor Park 

Fixture 
TRIAL Queanbeyan 
Premier Division 

Outside Zone Team 
15s 

29/03/2025 10:55 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Viking Park Fixture 
TRIAL Tuggeranong 
Women’s 15s 

TRIAL Gungahlin 
Women’s 15s 

29/03/2025 10:55 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Viking Park Fixture 
TRIAL Tuggeranong 
Premier Division 

TRIAL Gungahlin 
Premier Division 

29/03/2025 12:10 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Campese Field: 
Taylor Park 

Fixture 
TRIAL Queanbeyan 
Premier Division 

Outside Zone Team 
15s 

29/03/2025 12:15 2025 Trial 
Matches 

Viking Park Fixture TRIAL Jindabyne W10s Outside Team Zone 
W10s 

29/03/2025 12:15 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Viking Park Fixture 
TRIAL Tuggeranong 
First Division 

TRIAL Gungahlin First 
Division 

29/03/2025 13:30 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Campese Field: 
Taylor Park Fixture 

TRIAL Queanbeyan 
Premier Division 

Outside Zone Team 
15s 

29/03/2025 14:15 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Viking Park Fixture 
TRIAL Jindabyne 2nd 
Division 

Outside Zone Team 
15s 

29/03/2025 14:15 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Viking Park Fixture 
TRIAL Tuggeranong 
Premier Division 

TRIAL Gungahlin 
Premier Division 

29/03/2025 15:00 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Crookwell Rugby 
Union 

Fixture 
TRIAL Crookwell 2nd 
Division 

TRIAL Goulburn First 
Division 

29/03/2025 15:10 
2025 Trial 
Matches 

Campese Field: 
Taylor Park 

Fixture 
TRIAL Queanbeyan 
Women’s 

Outside Zone Team 
15s 

29/03/2025 16:00 
2025 Trial 
Matches Viking Park Fixture 

TRIAL Tuggeranong 
Premier Division 

TRIAL Gungahlin 
Premier Division 

 

https://rugby365.com/opinion/second-phase/rugby-quiz-know-your-laws
http://www.actrra.org.au/

