ACT Rugby Referees Association
October 2024 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the ACTRRA Newsletter for October 2024.

Save the date:

ACTRRA Executive Season Review and Planning Meeting, Saturday 16th November (on invitation)

The ACTRRA Annual General Meeting. Tuesday 27" November at the Brumbies HQ PLEASE note
change of date

President’s message

I hope this finds you well and that you are making the most of the off-season to enjoy a break from
community rugby and re-energize oneself. That said, as mentioned in the last newsletter, no sooner does
the community season come to a close, the demand for our match officials remains across a wide range of
RA appointments and regional tournaments. Congratulations and well done to our members appointed to
officiate across the U19s and U16s Super Rugby, Griffins v ACT Brums XV, City v Country Women'’s -
Steve Koh, Jacques Smith, Mitch Egan Riley Byrne, Max Kalis, Harry Linton, Josh Winchester, Ethan
Gumbrell, Ben Nelson - job well done and great ambassadors for ACTRRA. Also, several of our members
who have travelled far and wide to support 7s tournaments (Darwin, Tarala etc), or draw on their ACTRRA
experience to support other associations and activities when overseas. It all adds to individual and
collective development and builds a strong reputation for ACTRRA. Thanks again to everyone involved.
Enjoy the short reports captured in this edition.

Note that our AGM placeholder date has changed, and we can confirm it will occur on the evening of
Wednesday, 27 th November, exact timings and venue to be confirmed. Stay tuned. We are looking at
hosting a BBQ or something similar with it - so come along and support your Association Executive, recap
on the season and health of the Association through the tabling of the Annual Report and catch up with
others. | encourage any member who would like to assist their Association further in committee or sub-
committee roles, or in other informal but still important roles and functions, to reach out to me or any of the
current Executive and have a conversation.

Can | encourage those who are yet to complete the annual RA Participation Survey to do so via this link
https://www.getfeedback.com/r/295z98nZ/68b5e461-537d-412a-906a-e082b524340d It will directly inform
our monitoring and measure of our Recruiting and Retention Plan.

The ACTJRU have called a Special General Meeting (SGM) for 12 Nov to consider the potential for a
restructure in light of recent organisational changes by RA to Brumbies Rugby and links to ACT and sNSW
Rugby. Whilst ACTRRA is not a voting member of the ACTJRU, ACTRRA Executive will be attending the
SGM as a key stakeholder to remain across and inform the conversation.

Despite it being early in the offseason, we are already developing a forward work plan for Match Official
Courses with a strong likelihood we will target the schools (and parents) with a Facilitators Course (former
Ref Ready) in late November in preparation for junior pre-season development opportunities next year.
Take care everyone. Enjoy the spring and summer off-season and hope to see as many of you as possible
at the AGM leading into the festive season.

Best, Nick

What'’s happening in your Association?

Super Sevens to be held in Wagga 2" & 3rd November 2024 U13, U15, U17 Boys & Girls

Queanbeyan Whites XVs Samoan tournament at Campese Field on Saturday, 2nd November.
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Darwin Sevens

who attended the tournament.

Thank you to the association and our
sponsors who made participation in
this event possible. Thank you to
Annie Dickeson for coaching and
‘acting as mum’ quote from Jake
Rath, in looking after heat
management and referee wellbeing.
This tournament is a bucket list event
and something All ACTRRA referees
should aspire to travel to at some
stage of their refereeing journey.

| lost

hat!

| know the ball was here a minute ago!
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' During early October Mitch Egan, Jake Rath, Ben Nelson and Annie

Dickeson were lucky enough to be selected to attend the World’s
Hottest 7s in Darwin. This two-day event was conducted in some of
the most gruelling conditions with temperatures of 38 degrees, 100%
humidity and a big thunderstorm on the first day for good measure.
The quality of the matches was high with some professional teams
participating in the tournament. Our referees did themselves proud all
being selected for very competitive finals Mitch Egan the Croc
(men’s) first place final, Ben

Nelson the Croc (men’s) second place final and Jake Rath the
women’s third place final as well as being considered the most
improved referee of the tournament by the coaching group. This is an
exceptional outcome for ACTRRA considering the talented referees

the bet

But Sir, | didn’t do it, the ball just fell out of my hands!



International Refereeing Experience

Ivan Gavazov travelled back to his native country of Macedonia on holidays in late September. While he
was there, being the only qualified rugby referee in the world that has Macedonian heritage, he was invited
to referee at the Macedonian Schools’ Rugby Tournament for U12s/U14s Rugby 7s in Skopje. This is one
of the biggest junior rugby events in the Western Balkans. Good to see you proudly displaying the ACTRRA
logo on your shorts for the event. Well done, Ivan.
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Meanwhile, Nick Stoker travelled to Honiara, Solomon Islands (SI) in early October as an ADF

Reservist and member of the ADF Rugby Referees Association / World Rugby Educator. Nick was

part of an ADF Pacific Sports Training Team working in conjunction with Rugby Australia and

Oceania Rugby to deliver WR (Level 1) Introduction to Match Officiating Course concurrent with a

WR Level 1 Player Coach Course. The package focuses on the strong Pacific partnership

between Australia and Pacific Island nations and builds their sovereign capability and resilience

through sport.

The very rewarding, week-long training package was delivered at the Sl National Institute of Sport (SINIS)
and aligned with the concentration of
the Sl National Men and Women'’s
squads. The week culminated in an
ADF 7s Series involving the National
squads, local teams and Briars Rugby
(NSW) Women'’s 7s side. Nick was
fortunate to battle the heat and referee
a few games under ADFRRA. The SI
opportunity also opened up further
indirect dialogue b/w Oceania Rugby,
RA and ACTRRA. Another one of our
members, Mitch Egan, has also been
involved in delivering such training to
PNG eatrlier this year.

Fitness Training

Do not let your fitness levels disappear! Considering continuing with some light exercise together
with regular daily walks/jogging/running.

Watch this space for details concerning formal training to recommence in 2025.
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AR Referee Developer Experience

Nathan Mass one of the Association’s Senior A panel referees and Level Il Referee Coach has been
increasing his referring experience by improving his skills as a referee developer. | was fortunate to be
selected to travel to the Sunshine Coast (Caloundra) where the Australian Rugby Shield ARS was taking
place over a week.

During this week, he worked with Rugby Australia’s Adam Gilchrist helping to develop on field referees and
his own development by networking with other like-minded developers from throughout Australia.

With multiple meetings each day, debriefing after games and education sessions in the evenings the
opportunity to expand his knowledge was invaluable. With such great experiences and exposure
throughout our refereeing journey being available. As a result of his experiences, he would highly
recommend you consider embarking on a pathway towards becoming a referee developer. Through this
process you will not only help others become better referees and enjoy being in the centre, but you also be
exposed to different ways to grow your own refereeing opportunities. After having experience such a
fantastic and enjoyable time, he hopes to share his experience and bring some of my learnings back to
ACTRRA.

Finally, Nathan would like to take this opportunity to thank the coaching and grading group for selecting him
in the first place and look forward to working with them in the future.

Coaching and Grading Committee

Watch this space for details concerning law changes for the 2025 season and associated
information.

The final Senior and Junior gradings for 2024 will be posted on the website (actrra.org.au).

Senior Rules of Competition https://act.rugby/competitions/seniors/clubadministration
Junior Rules of Competition https://www.actjru.com.au/competition-rules/
Laws of the Game https://www.world.rugby/the-game/laws/home

Quiz

Questions to come in the next edition.
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